• • 



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 

PRIVACY ACTS 



— — NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 



HQ FILE: 100-50869 
SECTION 22 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



NOTICE 



THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 




<« 



**1 J . 




November 2ty 1964 . ^ 

J . •-» 

^•1 Ci • 




$ 



Your letter of November 13th has been received. 






wj 
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With respect to your i»:;jiry, neither I nor reprerent-o 
atlves of the FBI have released a statement such as you Indicated. My 
articles and speeches are a matter of public record and have been 
quot'd from time to time. Their use, however, does not necessarily 
cither that this Bureau has or bo 3 not approved tae manner in 
which they are employed. 

With regard to the National Council of Churches, 
Information contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of . 
Justice and Is available for official use only. I regret I am unable 
to be of help In this instance but trust you will understand the 
necessary reasons for this policy. ' . V y 
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Enclosed is some literature wi-lch 1 trust will be of . . . 
interest, along with a copy of ’The Communist i arty Line, n which ^ 

I m. :?red for the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee in 1961 to 

which report tt is believed you referred. It is suggested you may 

wish to read it in its entirety. ■ • 
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Sincerely yours, 

j.Eftyir HOfWW A 
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Enclosures and Note on next page. 
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4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
4/1/61 LED Introduction 

"Faith in Cod— Our Answer To Communism" *' L 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bis reference to the Pjf*V 

Senate Internal Security Subcommittee statement originally came to our * In- 
attention in John Stormer’s book, "None Dare Call It Treason, " and its E * / — 

loose language would give a reader the impression the Director made this 
statement. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

The claim is some tines nade that the National Council 
of Churches has been and is now infiltrated by Communism. 
YoSTarc quoted as saying that this is true. 

It is reported to us that in a report to the Senate 
Internal Security Sub-Cemnittee in 1961 you stated "The 
National Council of Churches, its subordinate organisations, 
and the leaders of many of its affiliated denominations and 
their publications constantly parallel or follow the Cornu* 
nist Party line". 

Please be kind enough to tell us Whether you nade the 
above statement and if you feel that the National Council 
of Churches is now infiltrated with communism or subversive 
influence. 
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November 17, 1964 
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Your letter of November 11th has been received. 

i 

In response to your Inquiry, neither I nor 
representatives of the FBI have issued a statement along the lines 
you have Indicated. Any statement to the contrary Is In error 
and It Is hoped you will not use our position as a basis for >;-? 
Inferring either that we have or have not "cleared” the National 
Council of Churches. 






MAILED 



Sincerely yours, 4 * 
^prNouas 




NOV 181964 
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NOTE: By letter 9/28/64fl|Bb made the geimrslTnqul^om 
National Council of Churches and was furnished outgoing ltttl/M. 
Bureau reprint material we usually send In response to an 
type was forwarded to him at that time. No derogatory Mornmtiwi 
in Bufiles concerning him. V X ; ^ V 
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Kovirber 11, 196 1 * _/ 
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I :r. hoover. Director • : T; 5." ' • ‘ # 

5*„4*-ol Purem. 1 of Investigation • "*• ' 

Mint', and Pc-'nsylvnr.ia / ,r envo .. C 

Uashir^ton, D. C. • / . ;V -> \ 

m*ir r*-. Horrcr: ‘ -.V-. 

You have been quoted, as veil as other * *. ? 

offieUl sp:>!:csncr or the Ped-r^l. Puree »> of InvesM- > 
ra.t^on. ns attacking the Katinn^T GflW.etl of. .- v ^ 
2!»jrt’!i?S| specifically e ' ■<tL')|; th*t it is nub - ^ 

vorsive, '. . ? » 

Till you corwsnt on tV^se supposed elv'.r^es? I 
.- .. . - Cordially « •" *•» l v^r>r f .v^ 
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November 16, 1964 




Your letter of November lOtb has been received. 

files must be tof " maUo “ h» FBI | 

the Department of Justice and te availabte for ® lth ”*“**“<»• of * 
of this. I hope you will undw^ mvtaiwSTJf ““ ^ *“ view 

you requested. 1 am unable to eu£eei>t^^,rL^!i 0mi “ ent to “** ““oner 
of the type you desire. ^ source where you can obtain data 

trate and subvert ewr^r^menfof *“• attempted to infil- 

thwarted by toe f 4 01 °“ r Bociet V- It s efforts are being 

and prosecution of Party functionaries* todfbvvid ** lnV 5 st . lgaUon * arrest 
opposition to toe communist philosophy These srh? 1 ^ 6 ***' Intelligent Public 

XS2E2 *T+ 

^r.ts,cT^rrVo^r ate8 ta .? u ,r? A * 

. Regrettably, there Is a tendency on the part of some In moi^ 
exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success In galnlne tSh . f 
* leglU,nate organizations and segments of our society, suchM mI^ iUenCe 
religious institutions. We must continually be alert to commS 
to penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be ratifasi *n«t a, ^ ta 
objective. - uaa 







>8ed is some material f hope you will tiai of interest 
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Sin&rely yours, 

K£ Etfgar Hoover 

/r 




TTLXTYPr. UNIT Li 

v r. i v. 



, w n w 

~*~~3 • ■ ■ • yi.xr y j 






November 20, 1964 

*, O ? <■ '> I ’> < 



rro- 53 

EX-101 




Dear 
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Your letter of November 14th has been receives. •*. 



Y. lth respect to your Inquiry, Information con- 
tained In the flics of the I El must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
Is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help In this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that 
.ve do or do not have data In our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 



Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of 



interest 
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Sincerely yours, 



l Edgar Hoover 
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4/1V62 Internal Security statement 
Vl/61 LEB Intro 

NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable in Bullies. 
DTPrfcl (3) 

■w 






/< 



% 



\n 



.Y 



MAD. ROOM CD TELETYPE UNIT CD 



*" Sr- 




Tne Tc'l* , r«'j hhireau of Invest! Ration 

Y.a shim- ten . 

D. C. 

Coiitl'r.cu: 

Recently the . &ve of criticisr-j that the Nat io nal Coun cil 

op Churches is "Con..iJiiist-infiltra tvu" has increased* As a 

church iae;iber whose church is affiliated with the Ih-.tional 

Ci unci 1 cf Churches I would like to know hw: yen* department 

♦ t"is:1> :i '.l it crucial issue , -iul basically to asl< one questions 

Are th* r«* Cert.*! unis ts in th** National Council cf Churches* 

* 

Any in^orma tion you nay be able to surply ne with re^ardinj 
this wi tter will is- most nracicusly appreciated. 



Th^nk you. 



Sincerelyi 



1.1 
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Your letter ot November 13tli bae been received. 

With respect to your Inquiries. 

ImceVlUi regid^dlou of the DsSS£n?i^b3Sii5?te tSSt 

rr^xj hAszst x^tss^ss^ 

SSgJSSAi apposition to comment along the lines you have 
£ 555 . 3 uls hopS you will not Irfer either Umt we do or do not 
Lve data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

is some literature I trust wlU be of Interest. 




Sincerely yours, 
l> Edgar Hoover 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 
LEB Introduction, 4-61 
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^ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I have read, with increasing alam, at the -any -any S'” ' 
Church. 

^&&Si&saS3®8& 

rS^s^sssss^s^SHS^ 

thS In a Comunist country ?"...and many other cases. . 

&-VSL r jsr& s. d su wsraMfsTw 

church organizations as far as you know now. 

The book. I have read have fftSSMT 

own pastor, and instead of t^l^ to rerut e^tne^ rnr ^ d(nl(( 

these writers he “s^ly attadrs^tne^jrx ^ a,,, 

aSLW eonnunlst^MU.es'dlrectly^^lndlreetly hy their 

nets or deeds. 

SSSBEffiKyn ai«s. 

this force. 

Again, -any -any thanks for your wnsideratlon. ■ u 

. te ** /o 0- > • •. 
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Your letter of November 14th has been received. 



Although I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is 
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure you will 
understand why I cannot comment concerning the organisation to 
which you referred. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Sincerely yours, 

. t 

Hoover r !* 
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*r *r 



MAI LCp 6 

NOV 181964 

COMMjBI 







’ 1 ’ . 



NOTE* Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent or 
^ UnH^ C^cilrf^urcheB. It is beUeved that the correspondent is 
meSo Batumi CoancU of CharcJ !? s_which Is well known 



to the Bureau. 
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9 - 26-64 



Dear Sir: 



I am very intested in my Country and church so 
• when I hear of communist infiltration in either I am disturbed. 

• 

I have read in a Dan Smoot Report that the United 
Council of Churches has communist leadership and that if is 
actually a communist front organization. 

I do not like to take things that are so important to ^ 
my life as this for granted so could you please let me know what the j j 
United Council of Churches rating as a commie front is V J 



Thank you for your time & service 
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I received your letter of November 11th and want to 
thrnk you for your generoue remarks concerning my administration 
of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors will continue to merit 
your support and approval. 



4 



7/ith respect to your inquiry, the FBI does not issue • 
clearances or nonclearancec of any type. In addition, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained ac confidential 
in accor -lance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand 
why I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested 
an i that you will not infer either tiir’t we do or do not have data^n our 
files relating to the matters you mentioned. . "7 
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Enclosed is some literature I hope you will find_of interest. 

' *• ‘ 

Sincerely yours, 

#. Edgar Hoovec 
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Let’s Fight Communism Sanely 1 
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4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
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pears in Bufiles to preclude sending this letter. 
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The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover »; > 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 

For many months the churches of the Southwest have been 
having a most difficult time due to the intensive political 
propaganda of the extreme right and the Biffchers. Although 
tK^National Council of the Episcopal Church, Bishops and 
Deputies, voted to stay in the°National Council, of Churches, 
there is still widespread suspicion that there are many 
‘Communists among Episcopal priests. Even some of my most 
faithful parishioners are afraid and conf used* They come to 
me seeking help and clarification. They have Received moun- 
tains of material through the election campaign - Always 
"authenticated" - against the church and the National Council 

of Churches. 

If you have made any statement clearing the Episcopal Church 
of these charges, or some positive statement about your find- 
ings on the churches, I would so appreciate hearing from you. 
I know only too well that there are some extremely l* 1 *** 1 
clergy in the church; because liberal, the extreme right 
tends to feel they are Communists. I am sure, too, that 
there have been a few undesirable men, who have acted irre- 
sponsibly. This is true of most organizations. 

Like so many of your fellow Americana. I have long admired 
your courageous stand on the importance of the role of the 
church, and the undergirding our youth with moral and s piri- 
kual values. At the moment, 1 find that the over 2000 sheep 
for whom X am the shepherd, need th^ same steady diet. 

. • 1 /dd- /<' ' 

, I - Faithfully yours. - 
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Tour letter of November 13tb, with enclosure, 
has been received. ; . . 

• • * • 

In response to your Inquiry, I must advise that 
Information contained in the files of the FBI is confidential 
and available only for official use in accordance with regula- 
tions of the Department of Justice. We have not, therefore, 
compiled a list such as you requested. 

f V 

I am enclosing material regarding the general 
subject of communism which I hope you will find Informative, 
and I am returning the envelope you so thoughtfully forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

f 

N °V 171964 VF ^ R<X ™ 
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Let s Fight Communism Sanely 1 / 

America -- Soviet Espionage Target #1 
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NOTE: Based on Information furnished, correspondent is not 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Washington, D.C. . 

Dear Sir: 

Ok 

Z am writ ting you in regard to a pamphlet 



which I received recently. This pamphlet stated that all chur- 
ches In the United Stated which belong to the National Council 
of Churches of Christ are inclined tb lean toward Communism, 
“and that a certain percent of all mone£ taken in by the chur- 



ch goes to heln Communism in this country. 

I am a member of the Methodist Church, and this Churc^ does 
belong to this Organization. 

I am enclosing a self addressed stamped enveloped And would ff**' 
please send me a list of all ministers and clergymen in this 
country who are* Communist. 




Thank you 










* 



received. 



Your letter of November 10, 1964, with enclosure, h^tieen „o 

s M 
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While I can readily understand the concern which prompted yth 
to -write, I must point out that the FBI, which is strictly an investigative agfcflcy, 
does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions concerning the character or 
reputation of any organization, publication or Individual, nor does this fcireau 
^ive ••license” to any individuals or societies to publicly praise or condemn 
any organization or person. 



Information contained in FBI files is confidential and available 
ior official use only, pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. This 
Bureau! has ho control, however, over any private individuals Who choose to 
criticize groups with which they do not agree and does not seek such control. 



rv 

u 



iC . For the reasons I have set forth, I can assure you that the FBI 
has not made any public statement praising or condemning the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. 8. A. I trust you will understand myposition. 



c** 



In view of your interest, I am enclosing some material on 
communism. You may also desire to read my book, "Masters of Decett," which 
^aia .with the menace of communism and the efforts of those who sew to under- 
mine our basic freedoms. A copy of this book may be available in your local 
libraryr 
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Sincerely yours. 
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Storming The Skies: Christianity Encounters Communism 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

The Communist Menace: Red.Goals and Christian 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
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Soverber 10, 1954 



J. Edgar Koover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation T-. . 

Ue si*. In "ton, D. C. - V 

Dear Sir? 

* • 

Attached you Kill find a letter erltten to tbe SBLV ARE 
STATE EFTS, Dover, Debwure , Khloh quotes the fact that the 
Director oftheFjB^Ij^haseateeorjse^dia^^^^gjnyt 
eurnorter, 

T v e letter also con wains anTfgWggTIpu mere wg Yi.4.”V.;r 
of Churchea of Christ In the U. S. A. _has^aa one of Its oojeo 
J1 ScFfeli w J* Edgar Hoover and the F.B.Z. 






These nen and groups have frequently quoted your 
to orove their oolrts against the ECC. If the F.B.Z. lnaeeo 
has’ such information, then it should he published op®nly Tor all 
of us to see end giver, vide public distribution. If the 
has not aald nor implied these things, then a public refutation^ 
cf the lr.dlctrents need to be Bade so that the docuaenta 
| these nen vhe etteeb us nay be refuted once and for all. 

It appears that ve heve given license for sen and aacia^^ 
to nubliely eceuce and berate individuals and say e^tMng^ihog 
of le-sl libel to anear and condenn not only good forthrig ht _ rr? 
A-e~lcar. citizen**, but Christian greuoc In our cour try. 1 
r.cthir- either "-e 7.2.1. or cur sleeted rer. Co Jg r ?J% : i 

unheld ir." the Integrity of our Churches, Chur cheer, erttoJLM 

ET.d ILcOrdC iP# OK^lSUBllj 

es authoritative p 
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DELAWARE STATE KB/S, Dover Del, , Monday, Nov. 9, 1964,page 



A PASTOR SMOKED OUT? 



To the Editor* 




The letter to DSN of Rev. Curtle *. Rose, (10-27-64) fo 
Which he stoutly defends the National Council of Churches fcakepjp^v 
Interesting reading to anyone who will study the activities Qf g^ jLL 
the NCC. 

The NCC cust he exposed for What It 1st An enemy of both^vV- •% 
Ood and our Country. Now I know this will start people screen— 
lr.g LIES - HATE - 8!£AR - etc. hut remember I will give good 
coney for correct Information to the contrary. What the Reverend..::; ' 
did not say Is that the NCC has thousands of Its Leadership as 
Members of Communist Fronts end Causes —• A result of OFFICIAL . 
INVESTIGATIONS hy the House Committee on Un- American Activities, .i o. 
hookley Feb. 25, I960 page J303. Hor did he say that of the 18 :*■*&. 
Major objectives of the Communist party against America, that 'the 
NCC has these same objectives (18) also against our Country. ^Tar jfc*? 
lack of seace I will list only 5 of the NCC objectives. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



'Av' 



Abolish Loyalty Oaths (Communist People* s World, 
paere 3) 

Aboil ch All Investigative Committees on Communism (American 
Legion Newspaper, "Firing Line”, 1-15-58) 1 : 

Increase Fo reign Aid to Communist Countries ("News and > 
Views", Wheaton, Illinois, Oct. 1958) *Tt* 

Dlscredlt J. Edgar Hoover and the F.S.I. ("Communism 
In the Churches", by J.E. Matthews, page 21) 

Clemency for Convicted 8ples ("Recognise Red 
Circuit Riders, Cincinnati, Ohio pag 7) 






Does this put Rev. Curtis E. Ross In the category of Coa— 
runlet supporters, outlined by the Di rec to r of the F.B.X. as X.:.*.y 
Srupathl zers end Fellow Travelers, 2 DOPED PERSONS? Our people 
rust know that the Communist e have succeded In Infiltrating and . 
using this Church group the NCC as a TOOL to take over both 
our Religion and our Country. - 



Our people should know, about Communism In our Churches. v 



Contact this writer for Information. 
Edward tiX’Jl Ll> I ’ TTr . 



800 fl. _ Radford. St. 
Dover. Pel, 
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November 10, 1064 



i 

9Z*‘. 





Your letter of November 8th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not Infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches or the other group you mentioned. 

' .9 

Enclosed is some literature 1 trust will be of 

Interest. 




Sincerely yours, 



3. Edgar Hoovec 



Enclosures (4) 

4<4> 61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 

4— Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles, 
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11 - 8-64 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am writing to you for any information 
that you might have~and could send me concerning - 
"Communism in the 'Natio nal Co uncil of Churches." Also 
the involvement of the Methodist church arid their clergy. 

I am only an interested church member and 
would like to know the truth first hand. 

Yours truly 







f 



8 AC, Louisville (62-0) 

Director, Fglg / & ° ~ ' 

THE UNITED SOCIETY OF 
METHODIST LAYMEN, INC. 
BOX 417 

AUSTIN 64, TEXAS 

information concerning 

RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS) 



11-12-64 




Reurlet 11-4-64. 

Informal loo concerning captioned „ 

OI commoalBt taIutrauoa 

into clerical circles. 

3 B Matthews, author of the book, "Coamnnlem b> the Churches, ” 

mentioned in yoir AcUvttles 

Socialist Party. Be teaWled Wore ^ B^e ^ 1936 to IMS 

In 1933. He was thereafter amfloyad by, tte Pd *^0 to 195 J he was Executive 
and was Executive Secretary of that Commwtm Subcommittee (McCarthy 
6Ut( Director ol which w«publlehed 

Committee). He wrote the srtldflt y ^ ^bich he sUegedTAi least 

in the July, 1»5S, uaue of R e wjtaWlly aUbmttted 

Sapp »arance of his article. a- £*: 

®* I for a number ot omL°' 

>ie, including some clergymen, to the limits Although we have never 
|cfe rcbes of Christ ta. been “ u g^ c ^T 0 ?Si cSot Chrtot. as 

Chur- ol Cbrut 

/'Ait/ x A 



s / . /r •;// / / v 

7 ” ; 

Antonio « /Sv^ (See note next pap) A 

i- °(ftv 



crfV. 






. sA 
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SAC, Louisville 




The sbove Is for your Information and guidance in dealing with .**, ^ 

Inquiries concerning captioned organisation. However, as a matter of policy, 

Bureau does not evaluate or otherwise furnish opinions or characterisations 
re! ating to organizations , publicat ions or individuals. Consequently, you should 
advise we cannot be of any help to him but it is 

the FBI In this matter. 
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UNITED STATES i VERNMENT 

Memorandum, 



' b 

subject: 



DIHECTOR, FBI 

SaC, LOUISVILLE (o2-0) (P) 

THE^UHITHD SOCIETY - OF 
METHODIST LAYMEN, INC. 

Box i}17. 

Austin 6*1, Texas 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



"/ / , "f- To>»ti T_ ^ 

Mr. Callahaa 

"Mr- 

dat*: n>/si c.r‘— e 

Mi*. 



I 



U" 



I Mr, £ullivA r|i 

Mr. Twvri _ 

Mr. Titvjifr 
! T<4<5. Ko am " 

KpriiHf _ 

Caad r 



Enclosed herewith for the information of the Bureau 
un« 1 toe San Antonio Office is one copy of a pamphlet or prochure 

v:na..r ! .r,iin:,CfI to the Lexington. Kv.. — 



advised tint tills pamphlet *or LrocHiure 
is upparcnt^^^^^^^rOiskrluuted ay Mail in Lexington, Ky., as 
•.Mr, n,i rt.lp.u lar copy v;a 8 received by. him throurh the null. 
HHHHHVstatcd that he has no reason for being on any 

of 8 nc.i an organization as he is a member of a 
i Presbyterian Charon in Lexington, Ky. 



42 . 



It is noted that of the objectives listed for the 



-Rational Council ..of Churcnes and the objectives of the 
| Co.TTirjnTst* Party , item U is "DISCREDIT J. EDOaR HOOVER AND \ 
ItHE FBI." V 

The Bureau and the San Antonio Office are reo.uested 
to f jrnlc.i any information they may «iavc concerning this organ- 
ization ana to advise w.iother any such information particularly 
viit.i reference to a» v a'U^^^^^^^credit Mr. HOOVER or the 
FBI cun be furnished is greatly concerned 

concerning this partleulu^^elh^nd the general tenor of the 
(whole oroctiurc . 




No comiuei.t ha 3 Leen made conce riling 

tills kiattcr and tiie copy of the orochJrewa^Trecepted without 
any implication tliut any action would be taken by the FBI in 

this matter. $Y° M> . y ; 

3-Bureau (enc. l) — — 7 — • 

2 -San Antonio (enc. l) 1/ 

2-Lduisville i NdV 

DiR/aof f #l a • P20 . % M / 

if) \— / — 
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Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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November 12, 1064 





With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why 
I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested 
and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
oui files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature. I trust will be of 



Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 
on* 



Enclosures (4) 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
JV "Faith in God- -Our Answer To Communism” 

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent iu Buflles. 

DTPidll (3) 
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Dear Sir: 

^ , There has been (and still is) quite a controversy over 

the NationalCouncil of Churches. Is this a communist front 
organization? Are there communists in it? If so, how many? If it 
isn’t communist, who is making it an issue? In short, what has 
the FBI found out about the NCC? 



Sincerely, 







./ 



November 12, 1964 
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Your letter of November 7th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry as to where you can 
obtain copies of "The Daily Worker,” it is contrary to the policy 
of this Bureau to furnish such information. In addition, the 
contents of our files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
are available tor official use only. I trust you will understand 
the necessary reasons for this policy, and it is hoped you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files re i&Ung 
to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be 

of interest. 

~* ja, *-co 6 | Sincerely yours, 

NOV 12 1964 / * Edgar Hoowe 

k 1 — 7 . ( ' 
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Enclosures (5) V A : \.y^ 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely i 
Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

One Nation’s Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable inBufiles. While ‘ 
of this communication. 
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Dear Sir, 

I would like to obtain several recent copys of the 
communist paper, ’The Daily Worker” How may I do this? Tm 
interested in 1st hand knowledge of their attitude toward this election. 

I am also interested in the attack Senator Joseph 
McCarthy made on the protestant clergy. I'd like all the information 
I can get. I am roost anxious to hear from you. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 



/ s/ 




P.S. Can you give me information about communist infiltration in the 
theological schools & Thewational Council of Churches.? 
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November 10, 1064 




Your letter of .November 3rd has been 



received. 



With respect to your inquiries, information 
contained in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore, 

I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to i & 
comment along the lineB you have suggested and hope you ?:• 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files ? 
relating to the National Council of Churches. ' ~ 0 



interest. 



Enclosed fs some literature I trust will be oi 



MAILED £ 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



Jr 



NOV 101964 



comm-tbi 



«Lw»rh . 



Enclosures (4) ( / 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement Mflfy 
4/1/61 LEB Introduction' “ . •* 1 

Let' 8 Fight Communism Sanely 1 
b Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 
/ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufife s. 
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true copy 



Nov. 3, 1964 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

f i Can you enlighten me any concerning the 

National Council of Churches? 

What does it support? What is its purposes? 
Who are some of the members endorsing it? 

I have heard that members of it are known to 
be communist; do you know? 

Will appreciate any information you can give. 

Thank you. 
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. November 6, 1064 




Your letter of November 2nd, with enclosure, 
has been received. 



While I would like to be of assistance to you. 
Information contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. In view of this, . 
I am sure you will understand why I cannot comment concerning 
the^National Councll of Churches nor can I suggest a source 
where you could obtain the information you desire. 1 hope you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have information 



in our files pertaining to the subject of your inquiry. 



UAILM> 4 

W"V - t- llib't 



now .1* tii 



Sincerely yours, 












NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
WAM:dll (3) Enclosed envelope being utilized in reply. 
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2 Nov 1964 

To Who Ever Can Tell Me — 



Sir — 

Would you please tell me if the National Council of Churches has been 
following the communist party line? Have heard that it is and I*d like 
to know for sure. Is there any book or something on the subject. 

Am enclosing a stamped-addressed envelope and hope to hear from 
youV office if at all possible. 

Thank you so much. 

Sincerely 
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21 NOV s 1964 
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November 5, 1964 
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Your letter was received on November 2nd and I want to tfgng 
you for the kind remarks you made Concerning roe. President Joh nsonr^ v 
Executive Order waiving mandatory reUrement In my behalf was inaeeft * 
an honor, and I will do everything in my power to merit the trust he kg ^ 
placed In me, ^ ^ 

Concerning the Inquiry regarding the Nation al j?oun^l_o l Cfrurcheq ,. 

I want you to know that I have never made any puBHF statement indicating 
that this organization has or has not been infiltrated by the communists. A ^ 
sentence from a statement I made on March 20, 1947, before toe Bouse « 
Committee on Un-American Activities has been taken out of context and 
quoted widely by opponents of the National Council of Churches. I am 
iclosing a copy of page 12 of this statement wherein I have underlined v § * 

ie pertinent sentence. ^ 

I The book, "None Dare Call It Treason,” by John Stormer coota&s * 

U ambiguous and misleading statement regarding the National Cornell of _ 
ih^heiron page 27. The paragraph In question states, "The National Council 
L i.. * ‘ ia. AMMnUaHnmfl MMl thfi lfiddfiffi Of fllUtf Of ItS 
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the Communist Party line, as expoeeu ujr #. ~ :*r^TTT 

this paragraph, I am sure you will see that I have 
ever regarding the National Council of Churches, ft Is the 
that toelrleaders parallel the Communist Party line. The Coming Party 
• . Hue has, of course, been exposed by the FBI as Is our duty as protectors of . 

the Internal security of this Nation. / »n.r ■* '* * • 

ij , -» ,} •: » v uv • , vl . _ y' v 
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The authorvln footnote 17, 
quotation has made reference ^afl 

r - ** 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure 




•t 7, pertaining to the above 
prepared by me entitled **The 
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Communist Party line” ' for the Genate XnternavlS&coi£nlttee In 1961. 
I am enclosing a copy of this article which makes no reference whatever 
to the National Council of Churches. 



I am also enclosing four articles I have written relating to the 
communist attack on religion. These publications clearly state my views 
on this topic. 



The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or Individual. 

In keeping with that policy, I am sure you will understand why I have made 
£> statement whateveTeither for or against the book, ’’None Dare Call It 
Treason.” »• • 



Sincerely yours. 



J. Edgac Hoover 



PagcT^oT testimony March 26, 1947 before House Committe on Un-American 
Activities 

Communist Party line 

Le? s Fight Communism Sanely 1 

Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism. 

Time of Testing 

Communism: The Bitter Eneny of Religion 



Iv identical with 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect that 
dividual with the same name wno was 

here is no derogatory iittormroon cumeiiuu* an» **««*«— ~ 
the Uniform Crime Reports bulletin in 1963. Research used in 

order to answer the correspondent* s questions were „ w 

Sullivan Memo dated June 1, 1964, concerning book review "None * 

Treason ” by John A. Stormer. Further research from Evans to Belmont ^ 

dated September 15, 1964, entitled Communirt 
^^(100-50869-1 241) and resulting Idler to Honorable Vernol R. Jansen, fe^embe^^ 
- — 17 ^ 1964, (100-50869-1241) concerns an inquiry regarding communist infiltration 

V — in the National Council of Churches. v 
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iir. H oover, Director, 

Podore.l Bureau of Invo 6t i^ation, 
Y7achington,D.C. 
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Dear Ur. Hoover »- 

Tho minister of my church has caused t note to be published 
in the church calendar the subject of which is the book titled"Eone Dare 
Cell It Treason? Specific reference is made to your appearance before the 
.jouce Coicnittoe on Un— Amoricen Activities in 1947* ^ 

Cur minister has stated that you wrote a fetter to Sfetionsl 
Council of Churches and made same a public record and the eontents of this 
letter are as follows i "The quotation which you have set forth wa^taken^out 

of context from remarks I 1 wat you to lcnowthat neither Jn this 

occasion nor at any other time hove I *rde any statement criticising the^ 
Federal Council of Churches or the Kotional Council of Churches’.* The 
note goes on to say... Hr. H oover goes on to sayi"I have never ^id the 
Kational Council of Churohes is under the oontrol of Communists^ 

I have re-rood Hr. Stormor's book and oheoked the referees 
data rnd can not loc tc any place in the book There ho has s*de «V cla! 
that the Council was, or is, uiider Covwunict control.de does write about tj 
remarks of tho Assistant Director of your Bureau,!*. Sullivan. In reference t^ 
,„ese remr rks Stomer.in hi. book.states.-Sullivan is •orreot.«Ihis was *» 
connection with SulliWs statement, e^eot the^wi^die^ixig 
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operations have alv.ays been conducted on & non-politioal basic and with an 

impartiality seldom seen in government activities. Your resistance to the 

/ 

establishment of e national Police Force has been in support of American 
ideals. 

I congratulate you on boing held in offico beyond your 70th year. 

It appears you have become a legend within your own lifetime. I am most sincere 
when 1 write you in this heartfelt sentiment. Thank you for what you have done 
for mo .a citizen, and for America. 

Itoy cod bless you and yours. 




November 5, 1964 
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You r letter of October 31st has been received. « 



$ 



• While I would like to be of assistance to you, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
makes eva luat i ons nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 

of any organization, publication or individual. Information wntained ln 

our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am sure you 
why I cannot comment concerning the book, 'Hone Dare Call It Treason, 
the National Council of Churches or the other questions you asked. In 
addition, I hope you wiU not infer either that we do or do not have information 
in our files regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

I am enclosing some material on the general topic of communism. 
You may also wish to refer to my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A )*+ * 
Communism.” The former was written with the hope that it would help waders 
gain an insight into the true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. 
The latter contains an analysis of international communist P^cesaad 
contrasts totalitarian methods with life in a free country. These books may 
be available at your local library. * 
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Sincerely yours, 
JL Etfgac Hoover 



IMS 



<*11 

wild 



_ r ~~ *> 

v wl - 






(Note 6 Enclosures Neat Page.) 
WAki:rsp (3) 




, y 






l .- lw * 



BAIL mxw D Trxrtvrr unitO 





The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy 
Time of Testing 

•'Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism" 
Internal Security Statement 4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI Headquarters 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



I would like to know, if the information is 
avafeble and it is permissable for it to be jeiven out, whether 
or not this Dr. Blake, present head of thrNational C ouncil 
of Churches is listed on the rolls as belonging to the Communist 
Party, USA. I would also like to know if the National Council of 
Churches has been investigated as an organization for the principles 
it upholds and the outcome of this investigation. 



If possible, I would also like to be furnished information 
on any other leading member (individual) of the National Council of 
Churches that has now or in the past, affiliated with the Communist 
Party, USA. 




I would also like to know if the author of the paper 
fr arir book "None Dare Call It Treason," John Stormer, has accurately 
recorded the information in his book concerning Communist infiltration 
in the United States. 



n*' l 



Thank you for any information you can furnish. 
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Your letter of October 28th has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, information 
in FBI files must be maintained as confidential in accordance >> 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. Please do not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our flies relating to the group about which 
you asked. I hope you will understand it is not possible for me r 
to comment in the manner you requested. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some material I trust you will find of^ " 
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Sincerely yours. 
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Faith in Freedom 
Let* s Fight Communism Sanely 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction ^ , 
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NOTE: No derogatory identifiable information regarding correspondent. 



-‘«w» EFTunc 

— (3) 

:X73E}!cyri ‘ 

HZ=L mail Rpou O Ttxrtrrc -jwit O 







f- 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Presbytery has appointed me Chairman of a special 
ccmaiittee^^^^o determine and evaluate certain charges which have 
beer, leveled against the "Rational Council 0f_.Churc.he5. One cf the 
most serious charge is that "the MCC is Coanunist infiltrated". 

Since this charge has been made by many responsible church- 
men for a number of years now, I feel sure that the FBI has investigated 
* the Council. 

It would be most helpful to the work of Presbyterianism in this 
area if I could have a letter from you stating the findings of the FBI in 
regard uo the "Communist infiltration" of the KCC. An early reply will be 
appreciated. 
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Your letter ol October 26th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. I regret 1 am unaUe to be of help Inr jhls^stance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this potrey. 
ft is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or do not have d 
In our files relating to the National Council ol Churches. .* — co 

l 

1 This Bureau does not have a list such as y$i ^mentioned 

/available for distribution. I am, however, enclosing a ccfcfcof ttfe 
/list of organizations which have been cited as subversive by the Pepart- 
I ment of Justice pursuant to Executive Order 10450, along with other 
literature I trust will be of Interest to you. Perhaps you may also 
wish to secure a copy of "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publi- 
cations, " prepared and released by the Bouse Committee on Un- A mer can 
Activities. In It are listed groups and periodicals which have been cited 
by various state and Federal agencies, and a copy of It can be purchased 
for seventy cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government \ 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. ^ 

.f.i You May also wish to read my books, »"Masti?s N pf Deceit" 
owH Study of Communism. " These were written In orde^UfWp . .. 

; readers gain an Insight Into the strategy and bwtUm 

■ In this country and abroad* Copies may be available 7 -• 



L- 



w V* 



c/ 



V i 



Sincerely yours,, 
Fd«ar Hoover 
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See Enclosures and Note next page. 
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Enclosures (5) 

List of subversive organizations 
Let*6 light Communism Sanely! 

4/1/61 LEB Intro 

4/17/62 Internal Security statement , 

"Jalth in God— Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. 
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Kr J Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investiga 
Washington 25 DC 

Dear Mr Hoover 

Recently ve had the pleasur 
three lives) speak to our S 
and brought us a very sober 



One thing he mentioned that 
subversive influence within 




# 



October 29, 1964 
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Your letter of October 26th has been received. 
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While I would like to be of assistance to you, the FBI ^ 

of any organization, publication or Individual. 

Information contained in our files must be miOntabied ‘ “ 

confidential In accordant »“* comment 

In view of this, I am sure ^ mentioned in your letter, 

concerning the organization and l Ute ntor. you mcnuon 

In addition, I hope you wm nrt We^itter U»t *e o 
may find of interest* 

Sincerely yours. 
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H. Edgar Hoover 
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Oct. 26, 1964 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Will you please state, as of today, is the National C ouncil 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. (National Council of Churches oF* 
Christ in America, one and the same organization) a communist front 
organization or in any way infiltrated with communism? 



Is it true that the Revised Standard Version of the Holy 
-Bible copyrighted by the National Council of Churches in the U. S. A. is in- 
fluenced by communist thinking and when this translation of the Bible is used, 
is the literature leaning to communism with out the reader being aware of 
this fact? 

If church and Sunday school literature that comes from either 
or both these sorceres is used in the church, is the communist cause going 
to be helped? 

What are the communist standings, if any, in connection with 
literature published by the Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, 

St. Louis, Missouri and The^Standard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Besides answering the above questions will you please send me a copy (if 
any are printed) of all church publishing companyes that are known to be 
communist front organizations or leaning toward communist thinking. 
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I do most sincerely thank you for you help in these matters. 



Yours truly, 
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October 28, 10G4 
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I received your letter of October 23rd, with enclosttfe, 
and want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning m£* 
ad minis tration of the FBL It is hoped our future endeavoro wilb 
continue to merit your support and approval* 



11^ 



With respect to your inquiry, information tfeptaihed in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accqagance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is avail able for 
official use only. Therefore, I truet you will understand why this 
Bureau has not issued statements along the lines you have indica te d 
and it is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
in our files relating to the National Council of Churches* ^ 

.*2 5 

It was thoughtful of you to forward me a copy tn % 
pamphlet you prepared and I am enclosing literature whi civil hope 
Vill be of interest. ™ S ? 



"Hailed 4“ 
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Sincerely yours, 
r fr.' Knar Hdow 
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and no correspondence has been exchanged with him* Reverend per title on 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

First, let me express my own personal appreciatipn for the outstanding 
contribution which you have made to our country through your aervice in 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Your leadership has been robust 
and courageous, and I am personally grateful for the way in which you have 
stood rock-ribbed for justice and righteousness, and for the way in which 
you have emphasized the responsibility of home and parents in strengthening 
the moral fiber of our nation. 

Criticism of the National Council of Churches is increasing among the lay 
people of our churches. I am one who has always favored membership in 
the Council, and have spoken and written in it6 defense. I am enclosing a 
revised copy of an address which I gave to our own congregation back in ; 

1960. , ' . 

* 

The enemies of the Council keep referring to what the F.B.I. has had to 
say about the National Council. These statements are rather fragmentary 
and seldom supported with precise quotations. It would be very helpful to 
me, and I am sure to the congregation which I serve if we could have in 
print judgments tor criticisms of the Council from your Bureau. If »ome- 
one on your staff could furnish this information, I would deeply apprecxagg ||| 
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With sincerest good wishes, I am 
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cordially yours. 
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FOREWORD 

The material ia this leaflet fanned the basis of two 
a ddre sses delivered in the Highland Fade Presbyterian 
C hur ch, D a l la s on successive Wednesday evenings, May 
18 and 25, I960. The add resses were presented as put 
of a series on the general subject. Questions People 
Are Asking. The material is offered here in revised 
form in response to numerous requests. 

W. M. Elliott, la. 

September 1, 1964 
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What About the National 
Council of Churches? 

In recent months a good deal has been said and written about 
dm N at io nal Co u n ci l of the C h u r c h es of Christ in the USA. 
most of it derogatory. Quite naturally many are co n c ern e d and 
era asking: What About the National Council of Churches? 

Since so many in other fields of endeavor have presumed to 
spesk freely and at some length on this subject. It seems right 
and proper that those of us who ere mote deeply involved in 
eccl es i ast ical matters should also speak — not so much collec- 
tively through pronouncements, as individually and informally to 
our own congregations. This I propose to do here. You certainly 
have n right to know what your own pastor thinks about this 
subject, and I believe I have the right and the duty to tell you. 

There are a number of things which should be said, which are 
not being said, and certain infonnatioo made available which is 
not known by the average member of the avenge dumb. 

In what I say I shall be speaking only for myself, but I «H 
try to reflect the general point of view of our branch of the Pres- 
byterian fellowship as expressed bom time to time by — ty 
nod a ct io ns of its highest court, the General Assembly. 

L 

There is n ee d e d very badly, it seems to me, a factual and dee> 
criptive statement setting forth the history, nature and fancftflnt 
of the National Cou nci l , and this is what I propose to do first, 
lo doing so, I shall pose certain questions and then toy to answer 
them. Necessarily these answers must be brief. 

First, wliat la the National Council of Churches? It is a 
fellowship of 31 independent national denominational bodies who 
desire to pool their resources to accomplish their common tasks. * 
The National Council is not a Church; it is a Council of... 
Churches which exist independently and are members by their t 
own deliberate choice. The National Council is not something 
above or apart from its member churches. It is the churches 
themselves working and serving together. It is the churches 
themselves doing those things which they can do better together 
than any could possibly do separately. 
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Qimnllc, (The only large bodies of Protcstam Christians not is 
th» gio the South e rn lUp tit! jCoovention ud the Mis* 

•oad Synod of the Lutheran Church.) These 31 communions 
have a total membership of around 40,000,000. la addition, 
some 40 communions or boards and agencies of communions, 
which are not full members of the Council, cooperate in one or 
mom bt the Council's activities. 73 Christian bodies then, have 
soma working relationship with the National Council of 



into esctstencef It intn cxjg* 



How did the NCC 



totido by the i ft i ftn of independent churches themselves, induct* 
ing our own. In 1950 a carefully drawn Constitutioo was officially 
ratified by the highest courts of the member churches. Prior to 
1930 there were various inter-denominational agencies at work 
In cooperative efforts for the accomplishment of common tasks. 
The National Council combined these former agencies into one 
agency. The Presbyterian Church in the United States officially 
became n member of the NCC in 1930 through the action of its 
General Assembly, the highest court of the Church. 

What le She relationship of the National Council of 
Churehee to the former Federal Council of Churches? The 
NCC is the result of a merger on November 29, 1930 of the 
former Federal Council of Churches, the International Council 
of Christian Education, the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America, and several other inter-denominational agencies, 
each with a long history of effective Christian cooperation. 
Whereas the Federal Council had been largely concerned with 
problems of Christian social ethics, the National Council has 
indwfffd within it mnny other intctJen oc iinationai interests. 

What is tha basis of membership In the Council? "Mem- 
bership is open to communions which ate constituted as auton- 
omous bodies, possess a history that demonstrates permanency 
and stability, have an established order of government and 
ministry, and acknowledge Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and 
Savior. The preamble of the Constitution of the Council reads 
as follows: "In the providence of God, the time has come when 
it seems fitting more fully to manifest oneness in Jesus Christ as 
Divine Lord and Savior by the creation of an inclusive co-opera- 
tive agency of the Christian Churches of the United Sta tes of 












America." The membership of the Council la open to aU churches 
which dcdaie their acceptance of this faith if approved by a two- 
thirds vote of the communions represented end voting at any 
regular areetfog of tha Gcntrel Assembly of the ConadL 

Po laymen kw> representation in the Council? Yea. The 
General Assembly of the Cou n cil (which meets every three 
yean) has 734 ddeplcd representatives — 490 of whom are 
clergymen and 244 am laymen. The General Board (which meets 
three rimes n year) has 260 representatives— 163 of whom are 
clergymen and 93 am laymen. In specific programs and general 
policies, the Council la supervised and governed by wpre a rnt 
etives of the c ommu ni o ns that com p ri se ft— -2,763 laymen and 
women and 2,670 clergymen. The much discussed Fifth World 
Order Study Conference held in Cleveland, Ohio in 1938 was 
composed of 313 conferees — two-thirds of whom were laymen 
from 37 stales and the District of Columbia. The chairman was 
a layman, the Hooorabie Ernest A. Gross, a New York attorney. 

What are tha back organisational features of the NCC? 
The council la g ov er ned by the official representatives — muds- 
ten, laymen end women — of the 31 denominations which com- 
prise it The General Assembly meets every 3 yean and sets as 
n central body of inter-denominational dec i sion. The General 
Board of the Council meets three times each year, and is re- 
sponsible for the policies and programs of the Council. It reports 
regularly to cadi of the denominations, and is subject to their 
review. 

How la the National Council financed? The Council makes 
no financial assessments, but is wholly dependent upon voluntary 
contributions from member churches and from individual dooors, 
corporations and foundations. The Council's funds come from the 
following sources: About 61% is contributed by denominations, 
local churches, and related organizations; another 12% co nsists 
of gifts from individuals, corporations and founda t ions; approxi- 
mately 26% is derived from gross sales of Council materials; and 
1% comes from inve s tm ents . 




The National Council is but one of several Inter-Church 
agencies to which our denomination contributes through its 
benevolent budget. Others in this group are: The Lord’s Day 
Alliance, Religion in American Life, The Ameri c an Bible Society 




aad Hw Wodd Council of Churches. Our denomination's Per- 
pMi—t aim»ihm Qt inter-Church Relations recommends to 
the General Council of our Church an amount for the support 
of each of these causes. The General Council studies this recoin* 
— and in tun recommends to the General Assembly a 
budget fat which these various Inter-Church ag rnries are in* 
chided. This budget, when approved by the General Assembly, is 
seat down to the Synods, Presbyteries and local congregations. 
The Highland Park Presbyterian Church of Dallas contributed 
to the ffCC in 1963 a total of $74.81, out of a total benevolent 
giving of $499,000.00. 

Who select* those who represent our Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. on the Council* Our church has 19 people 
represe nting us on the Council— 10 laymen and women, and 9 

-■ w ... s I a 



WHIP PCIWWIJ KflOPV WIIU rwurwnvass WHS f avow/swssw 

Church, U. S. on the Council* Our church has 19 people 
representing us on the Council— 10 laymen and women, and 9 
clergymen, and these ere by the General Assembly. Their 
names appear on np. 14 and 13 of the Minutes of the 1964 meet* 
log of the General Assembly. 

How does the NGC ac com plish its work? The program of 
Council is carried on by four Divisions- Christian E d uc e* 
t ion , Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Christian Life and 
Work; by three Central Departments — Evangelism, Chuich 
World Service, Broadcasting and Films; and by two General De- 
partments — United Church Men and United Church Women. 
The following a gcr«ei*f and boards of our branch of the Presby- 
terian fellowship are related to the Council departments and 
•hue in its program: The General Council, the Board of World 
Missions, the Board of Church Extension, the Board of C hris tian 
Education, and the Board of Women's Work. 

An the individual denominations bound by the pro* 
nouncemenls of (lie National Council? No. The official 
pro nouncem ents of the Council are formulated by the duly 
elect e d representatives of the churches which make up the Coun- 
cil. They are dim 1 !**** in open debate and represent group opin- 
ion. Any denomination represented in the Council may dissent 
from the pronouncements, and the dissenting vote is made a 
matter of record and released to the public along with the pro- 
nouncements. Hence, we may be officially disassociated from any 
action with which our denominational representatives are in 
disagreement, and thus do not give tacit approval to it by virtue 
of our membership in the Council. This has been made clear in 
• report from the National Council published in the minutes of 



the 93th General Assembly of the Pre sby te ria n Chuich In the 
United States (p. 13S), which reads as foOowi: “The General 
Bored calls to tne attention of it» Coo sU t u e at Co mmuni o n s and 
their members that when it approves a pronouncement, it does 
so oo the authority given to a by ill coastituent Communions 
according to the Constitution of the National C o u n ci l of 
Ch ur-hff - It is dear, however . . . that the c oos tih ie nt Commun- 
ions or any of ||> * if members have full right and re sp o nsibilit y 
to protest end to differ when their own co n victi o ns, under the 
authority of the Scriptures illumined by the Holy Spirit vary 
from the Council's prono u nc ements ." 

You will be interested in the following action taken by the 
General Assembly of our chuich in May 1959: “The General 



Assembly unequivocally opposes the a th ei stic die 
other evils of Communism, whether In recognized 
or in unrecognized Red China. The General Assei 



the atheistic dictatorship and 
er In recognized Soviet Russia 



Order Study Conference at 



ecog niz e d Soviet Russia 
lend Assembly deplores 
didty of the Fifth World 
Ohio, November, 1938 



. . . The General Assembly registers its disapproval to the Na- 
tional Co uncil of Churches of Christ in the USA. of the a ct ion 



taken by the World Order 



ches of Christ in the 0.&A. of the action 
toder Study Conference, when they pro- 
be granted diplomatic recognition by the 
sent and that it be admitted to the United 



posed that Red China be granted diplomatic recognition try the 
United States Government end that it be admitted to the united 
Nations." 

Often the statement is made in press reports that the Council, 
in a certain action, represents 40 , 000,000 Protestants. This la 
unfortunate, for it simply is not true. The Council does not 
presume to speak for individual members of the con st it ue nt 
churches. This impression may be the fault of the public rela- 
tions department of the Council, it could be the fault of a press 
reporter who does not understand the organ i za t io n al set-up and 
purpose of the Council. The 1960 General Assembly of our 
drnomin? tin " said: "It should be pointed out that the NGC is 
not authorized, by its own admission, to speak for its memben 
churches, but rather, from time to time, it does speak to them,, 
and to our society. We feel that the Council’s prophetic voice , 
is very much needed in our day, but like any prophetic voice, 
it must be weighed and evaluated by the individual Ch ri stian 
conscience." 

The 1964 meeting of our General Assembly adop t e d the fol- 
lowing recommendations of one of its st a n di n g c o mm i ttees : "Wo 






recommend tbit the General Alterably instinct our represents* 
lives to the NCC to oootinue to convey our concern test some 
activities of (be Commission on Religion and Race are ill ad- 
vised, and that in the future the Commission consider the coo- 
ic kiDC B of too l minium and ffttkmt and with seek 
to work more closely with local ministers, councils of douches 
and dedicated Christians, as we behevetha course aOetsafar 
better wav of solving our racial tensions. 

“The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. declares that the pol i c i es, activities and pronouncements of 
the Commiss i o n on Religion and Race be interpreted as 
representing the policies, activities and pronouncements of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. to the extent, and only to the 
t d ent, that the same are consistent with previously approved 
•2*°° *pd policy of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in toe United States." (See p. 83 of Assembly Minutes). 



What Is the procedure by whieh denominational groups 
or m em b er churches respond to an action of the NCCt Inc 
National Council is wholly responsible to the member chur che s 
Any pronouncement, recommendation or program proposal 
made by a study conference, by a division or department of the 
Council, by it* General Board or General Assembly, is referred 
to the proper official body of the respective member churches 
for study and action. Once official approval is given by, say, our 
General Assembly or by one of our official boards or agencies, 
the NCC proceeds to promote ud develop the programs thus 
approved. Unless and until such official authorization is forth- 
coming, the Cou nci l does not presume to act for any 
Church nor for ail of them together. 

do the member churches delegate to the 
NCCr No legislative powers whatsoever, and no executive 
powers rave as these are specifically authorized by an official 
action of the appropriate policy-making and legislative bodies 
of the churches. The member churches authorize the NCC to 
coordinate the activities and interests of the respective churches 
through the various boards and commissions of the Council, to 
conduct collaborate studies— the results of which may then be 
referred to . the churches for consideration and action — to 
undertake promotional and educational programs of common 
interest to the churches, and to provide facilities for the collab- 
oration and cooperation of the member churches in P ri^Lm 
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pastoral services, la Christian social concerns, in 
Christian missions, in inter-church wudd ante, and hi dm 
dl sc B s s km of problems of Christian unity. 

. why does our Pf byfri— Church, UA 

b*mg iw the NCC? First of all, because the Presbyterian 
Church is deeply interested and committed to the 
movement and the cause of Christian cooperation. Not all in 
our church to be sure, but the church as o whole Is so com- 
mitted. Second, because the NCC affords the only really repre- 
sentative opportunity for interdenominational noopendon and 
ecu meni cal action at the national level; and third, beemuo we 
can use the facilities and the resources of the without 

wm^erug any put of our autonomy and faufspoadeace as a 



1L 

Most of the criticism leveled the National 

relates to the work of one of its four major divisions — dm Divi- 
sion of C h ri s tum Life and Work, for the reason that this paiticu- 
lar division has under its purview the following fields of Christian 
concern: Racial and Cultural Relations, Religious Liberty, In- 
ternational Affairs, Social Welfare, and Church and Economic 
Life. Some individuals may find fault with dm activities of 
divisions and service units, but the hulk of the criticism, as I hear 
it and read it, has to do with this division of Pri«ttg.» Life and 
Work. 

There are not a few Protestant Pri«ti»n t |q country trim 
feel that corporate religious groups ought not to have any direct 
concern with the un-Christian aspects of our present social order. 

The Church, they say, ought to limit its activities to matters of 
personal faith and evangelism, and not have anything directly to 
do with such menacing social evils as. racial fajastice, war, 
alcoholism, juvenile delinquency, divorce, or proverty. It is be- 
cause the NCC has attempted to apply the Printing nMm in , I 

these areas that harsh accusations have been buried. 



These critics have said that while the Church and its Coon r*H , 
have a right to speak, they should confine their speaking to purely 
doctrinal or ecclesiastical matters — “legitimate church pur- 
poses”, as one local writer calls them — and should leave all 
social, political or economic issues alone. They e xt end that any 
attempt to speak concerning the «Y thf Pri«il«n faith 
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tod ethic it not the legitimate coocem or responsibility of organ- 
ized Church grou|*aifo especially the ctergy. Rdigioo is a* 
sonar matter, and should not attempt to give |ioup consider*- 
tin to the appUcatioa of the Christian jgaspel It these important 
areas of oar common life. 

Now ol conns, this is a natter of judgment and opinion. I may 
disagree heartily with what is said by this Division of tbs 
National Council, or by its General Bovd or Study Conferences, 
hat I fee no reason why s responsible group of Christian men 
and wom en ' (lay and clergy) should not meet and talk together 



vepidiaf mm of Ibe entail problems corfroatiap America tnd 
the world in these days, and, if they desire, make pronounce- 
ments about them, whenever Ch ri s t ia n i ty and its implications 
are divorced from the practical issues of everyday life and 
thought, we ate in a had way. 

Our own church, through its various courts, has not hesitated 
to speak out on a number of such issues. Our church courts 
(Assembly, Synods, Presbyteries) have had so m e th i n g to say 
from t * m * > to 0™ on a number of important moral and s ocial 
issues such as: Marriage and Divorce, Crime, Alco ho l ism , War, 
Racial Discrimination, Religious Liberty, Pornography, etc. 
S™"* excellent statements have been prepared and presented to 
the Assembly dftfag with these problems. For the most part 
these statements have bee n received simply as information, and 
sent down to the ch u rches for study. A minority of opr people 
have not been happy about this, but a very large majority have 
felt 1,111 it was upon the Church so to speak. 

The Bible certainly does not keep quiet on social issues. One 
has only to read the Old Testament prophets and the four Gos- 
pels to see how much the Scriptures have to say on practical 
human relations. 1 for ooe must uphold the right and duty of 



pels to see how much the Scriptures have to say on practical 
human relations. 1 for one must uphold the right and duty of 
the ch urches and of their Councils to study and comment upon 
issues of human concern, however controversial they may be. I 
must * ,cn resist all effort to “muzzle” the preachers, and all 
efforts to discourage full freedom of disc us sion. These questions 
are freely discussed by other corporate groups in this country; 
why not tlien by the Church? The fact that some issues are “con- 
troversial questions upon which sincere Christians are sincerely 
divided" does not, it seems tome, prove that they are “off limits” 
for Church groups, and ought not to be studied by them. And let 
me g"" 1 " 1 ** 1 * further that simply because a matter has been taken 


















info the political arena does not mean that * is no longer a moral 



and will fr M>hlli t onto op po ririn a oo the part of tone vwy 
good and sincere people. But must tbs Cburch alwsys r eflect 
oohf the conventional of tho aveap church nanbof 

Is it not her responsibility to seek the mind end will of Christ in 

all human affairs whether that is conveatiaMl or not? 

But having said all this, I would go on to state that w hen toy 
corporate church group presumes to speak on theta contro- 
versial matters, it should exercise great restraint andean and 
should have a sound Biblical and theological basis for what jt 
says. The Christian confrontation of s o ci a l econo m ic and politi- 
CM ittiiri b tit mtter t where much trrhnifnl 

knowledge, miM * and much humility are needed. 

In this area of Christian responsibility the greatest wisdom, the 
greatest competence and the matt mature ju d g ment are abso- 
lutely essential 

- Any church group should keep constantly in mind that while 
pressing problems are a legitimate concern of Use Church, 
they are not her first concern. Her function is primarily spiritual 
In nature. Writing on the role of the Church today, in which he 
stressed the Church’s right and duty to speak on social questions. 
Dr. Robert J. McCracken said: "The Church’s first business now 
as always is to be the Church. It exists to turn men’s hearts and 
thoughts and wills toward God and to enable them to see their 
life their institutions in the light of God. It exists to inspite 
prayer and worship and faith and through them to send men and 
women of character and intergrity into the everyday life of the 
world ... This is the primary task to which the Church is called 
and for which it is specially equipped. It is a task which no other 
organization is discharging or can discharge. It is an agency for 
the making and remarking of character. It prea ch e s first and . 
foremost a gospel of moral and spiritual reg en e r ation. " 1 

This is very true, and the Church should never allow bersdf 
to get sidetracked from this primary function. It is so easy for 
religious groups to be c o m e so absorbed in the area of h um a n 
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relations tint they forget or neglect the area of God-man rela- 
tions. It is, aa I tea it, a matter of things in p fn r n f tin fl i 
It is p o ss ibl e for certain fhr« ««;«■»« to overempbasixo these f«»- 
ten, as important as they are, and so to press for their own 
views of social theory as to break the fellowship and binder the 



One further co mm en t along this line. While the Church may 
be righf la the enunciation of Christian principles, it can he 
faulty In its a p plica t ion or implementation of those principles. It 
is one thing to enunciate principles; it is quite thing to 

say exactly how those principles apply. Actively to lobby for the 
passage of spe ci fic legislation is, in my judgment, an unwise 
activity for any corporate church group to engage in. 



As I bring this part of my address to a dose, let me quote 
from a statement issued by our Assembly’s Permanent Commit* 
tee on Inter-Church R e lati o ns. This statement was prepared 
while I was serving as Moderator of the General Assembly, and 
was signed by me as a member of that committee. It was pre- 
sented to the 19S8 General Assembly meeting in Charlotte, N. C. 
“Your Co mmittee shares in the den concern of many over the 
qu est iona ble nature of some of the National Council’s pro- 
nouncements on social, economic, and political questions. We are 
in agreement that the Christian faith must be announced not in 
principle alone, hut must be applied to dm concrete realities of 
the sinful situation in which we find ourselves. For that reason, 
we do not quarrel with the efforts of the National Council to 
rehue the frith to all aspects of our individual and corporate life. 
It is all too easy at ti me s, however, for religious leaders to make 
pr onouncement s oo intricate questions in which they are ama- 
teurs, and to go beyond the persuasive role of the church in con- 
fronting the world with the gospel by becoming political lobbyists 
or partisan advocates. We are convinced that, with all good in- 
tentions, the Co u nc i l has on some occasions succumbed to this 
te mpt ation, and has thereby embarrassed the members of its 
constituent churches. As a church, we deplore this. Although we 
feel that wd ought to maintain our fellowship in the National 
C o u nci l, we* also feel that the Council should be more con- 
siderate of the constituent members by avoiding extreme public 
pron o u n c ement s which may compromise the role of the church 
as a witness to the gospel above party, class, or social theory.” 
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in several ways, depending upon the ; 

itter categorically that the 
Others aver that while the Council 

he communistic, it is obviously “soft toward 

critics say that certain of dm Council’s leaden am 
to co mmuni sm — that they are “pink" if not 
munists. Still others put it this way: the pronouncements of the 
Council on social, economic, racial and political issues “follow 
the coaummist line”. This is, of course, a sextons charge, and I'd 
like to say something about it. 



Let me state positively and unequivocally that the National 
Council of Cbutdies as such is in no sense or n 

friend of communism. The National Council is and always has 
been unalterably opposed to communism. Again and ogein it has 
reiterated its tatequivocal stand against this sinister ideology. The 
General Board of the Council, meeting in Seattle in June 1999 
reaffirmed “the consistent position of the National of 

Churches expressed in many official actions opposing the evils, 
the-vjolence and the violation of human rights by communist and 
other tyrannies." At this same meeting tne General Board ex- 
pressed “profound sorrow for the people of Tibet suffering under 
Chinese communist oppression” and called for “increased aid 
from our churches in am-iftn minKiri^ to those who have 
fled as refugees.” 



Before his retirement as General Secretary of the Council, Dr. 
Roy G. Ross sent a letter to members of the Congress > " Ht f t{ "g 
the u nq ual ified opposition of the Council to communism. This 
letter was approved by the titular heads of the majority of the 
communions holding membership in the The Congress- 

men who received this letter read into the' Congressional Record 
over 36 pages of testimony oo Religious freedom, supporting the 
Churches as the greatest bulwark against communism. 

The General Council of our denomination, meeting in Atlanta, 
Georgia a few yean ago stated that “it is convinced that all accu- 
sations made against the National Council implying that it is 
’Red* and ’subversive’ are without foundation whatsoever.” 



But there are those who will say: “Maybe the Ctmadil i tself is 
not a communist front, but some of its leaders are guilty 



at brim mcmbcrt of the communist (root organizations.** It is pot 
my responsibility here to tiy to defend in detail each individual 
wno hoeing re criticized. He will have to answer for himself. I do 
know some of these men personally, having been as soci a ted with 
diem in church conferences and in prerehing m i ss i ons , and I 
mmt say retarding these frt***** 1 ** 1 Individuals whom I know 
persoosily, that 1 nave no question at all concerning their loyalty 
to this country and its democratic way of life. They ate loyal 
Americana and C hri s ti an gen tl e men of the highest type. 



I ctnoat refute what is being said concerning the nature of the 
organizations with which certain religious leaden have been asso- 
ciated, and I have no slightest desire to protect, excuse, gloss 
over, or condone any real guilt or any m i st a k e s in judgment. 
Here again the accused will nave to answer for themselves, and 
the proper governmental agencies will have to act. But in the 
interest of truth and fairness, I would point out that it is not 
clear in die accusations which I have read that these relig- 
ious leaders are still connected with these “questionable** organ- 
izations. The fact that an individual was once affiliated with a 
P« f«iriii»r movement or organization does not mean that he still 
tsT Nor is it mdc dear by the critics of the NCC that these 
organizations were suspect at the time these individuals were 
first cooueaed with them. Let us make sure in dealing with a 
natter as serious as this that we are scrupulously fair, and that 
we have all the facts in the case. . 

A leading clergyman of our country was labeled as subversive 
by an anonymous propaganda sheet because he participated in 
a rally of “Soviet-American Friendship.** This sheet did not indi- 
cate however, that this rally was held in November 1942 when 
Russia was our ally in arms, and that the same meeting was 
by Cordell Hull, Secretary of State; Jesse Jones, 
Secretary of Commerce; Owen D. Young; Senators Kapper and 
McKellar, Edward Stettinius, Jr., and other high-ranking patri- 
otic leaden. Nor did it mention the fact that this rally was 
sponsored by Senator SalxonsUll and Christian A. Herter, later 
Secretary of State. 

In response to the charge that the NCC is led by men, some of 
whom are disloyal to our form of government and are set to 
undermine it, our Assembly's Permanent Committee on Inter- 
Church Relations issued this statement in 19S8 which I person- 
ally approved and signed; “This charge is a grievous one, indeed. 



and cm which impugns the motives of men in a very serious way. 
yinur Committee ■««* «« ■*« hot at this point ■ 

willing to accept the judgwiat of our own saaom in a iin Mirepto- p 

seatatrves who work closely with the le a d er s of the National f 

Council, and am forthrightln estimating their integrity. One of y 

our representatives on the General Board, Dr. John S. Land,* v 

has stated: 'During my seivke on the General Board of the f: 

National CouncQThave had the opportunity of knowing rather 
intimately the officers of the Council, the leaders of the Divisions, t' 

and the members of the General Board. In addition to attending 

the meetings of the General Board, I have served on a great 
number of committees, by which I have gotten to know more 
intimately the ministers and hymen in the top orga nization. I 
can truthfully say I have never detected any evidence of die- 
loyalwtoour Lord or our country on the part of anyone. Tome i 

it has been a heartening thing to see our cooperative C h risti a n if 

enterprise in America handled by men of the stature and so un d- ■ 

ness of those chosen by the respective denominations*.** r 

In a syndicated column dated D ec emb e r 17, 19S7, Fulton 
Lewis, Jr. made several charges against Dr. Edwin T. Dahlbera, 
grerident of tiie NCC. Fdtowing ^s Uten^Mfro m Dr. Dalu- 

*Tn reply to questions that have been raised in respo ns e to 
the Fulton Lewis attack on me as President of the National 
Council of Churches, I can conscientiously say that I have no 
Communistic sympathies, have never had any connection with 
the Communist party, and have never signed a petition which 
I knew to be sponsored by a Communist Boot group. When- 
ever I have suspected a petition to be by a Communist front 
group— and lilw many other clergymen I have received dozens 
of them — I have rejected it I would not knowingly lend my 
support to any group which was an agency of the Communist 
party, since I am hilly aware of the fact that Communism has 
as its ultimate aim the crushing of all our liberties. % | 

**I did sign some petitions during the war period when . 

Russia and the United States were military allies and during t [ 

the 30’s when as Americans generally we were not so alert to [ 

subversive Communistic activities as we arc now. But I }■ 
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. meat, I hive never signed « petition in behalf of a Com- 
; munist foam organization when! knew it to be such. 

"Ae for the Morton SobeU case, I interceded in that instance 
purely on the pastoral and not tbs poli t ical leveL Mrs. Sobell 
mim to my study, in tears far her children, and in a spirit of 

Christian compassion I wrote in behalf of a fair and just con- 

of his case as I would write to the judge in b eh alf 
of .an alcoholic or any other offender against the law whose 
wife came to me to make a plea for her husband. 

"I trust that the above statement will clarify whatever ques- 
tions may have arisen as a result of the Fulton Lewis article 

/%/ Edwin T. Dahlberg 

It would not be at all surprising, of course, if the communists 
did try very hard to infiltrate the ch ur c h es and the clergy. They 
have tried to infiltrate every other area of American life, so one 
would naturally expect *hem to be unrelenting in their efforts 
to lay th>if dirty hands on the churches and their leaders. Dr. 
W. A. Welsh, former pastor of the East Dallas Christian Church, 
|>«h | guy ffltemMit along this line in the Dallas Times Herald 
on April 24. 1960. Here is what he said: “I should expect the 
rvumminkt Party to be constantly trying to 'infiltrate* the Protes- 
tant Ch vr r h in America. Certainly, it has tried to infiltrate the 
newspapers, the movies, the radio-television and the legal pro- 
fession — and, if the Church and its clergy were left Off the list, 
this could only mean that the Communists did not think either 
KnH »n y whatsoever on American life and thought. 

Since preachers are human, too, and since newspapermen and 
acton and lawyers have all to some extent been “taken in'* by the 
fi ffliiiimiirt line, I would not be surprised if some preachers were 
also. But 1 am quite sure their number must be very sm a l l.** 

I would like to make two other comments with respect to the 
charge that the Council's leaden are communistic, and the first 
is this: The tendency to call a man “pink** or a "communist 
s ympathiser ** simply because he diffen with other Americans in 
hit point ‘of view on some debatable social and international 
problems is manifestly unfair and malicious, and ought to be 
ritaifrnpd- Such irresponsible name-calling is reprehensible, to 
my the least. I disagree heartily with the opinion of some of our 
ministers and laymen that Communist China should he recog- 



nized by our Government and admitted to tha Unit e d Nations, 
hut to bold to that point of view does not mean per a* that one 
is a communist sympathizer. Them are a “ 
leans who feel mat the ptc 





And one is not necessarily a communist or a "fellow traveler** 
because be takes a liberal or moderate pos it ion on the issue of 
racial segregation. The implication that those who lake such a 
Wand have been "influenced 1 * or "du p e d* by the oc®&i®Ma 
is just notso, and to contend that it is is mttifestiy unfair, and I 
for one deeply resent the slur. I suppose I might he termed a 
“ - Niectbut I did not get my point 

came to it bade in the twenties, 



"moderate" *on this touchy subject, hut I did not get my point 
of view from the communists. I cam 



not' f rain reading Karl Man hut from reading the New Testa- 
ment! Let us be exact in our thinking these days, and scrupu- 
lously fair in what we say about other Americans with whom 
we disagree. 



My second comment is this: The thing that disturbs line most 
deem about all these charges which are being b a ndie d about is 
tbaf some who make them do so in such a m a nner as to create 
an attitude of suspicion and distrust toward all our Prot est a nt 
clergymen. I am distressed, not to say angered, by the rather 
oiih way in which attacks are being made by c er ta i n indiv idu al s 
on the Protestant ministry of our major d en o min a t io ns . And this 
suggestion that ministers of the Gospel ate naive, fussy-minded, 
impractical, starry-eyed visionaries who ate so gullible and guile- 
less they cannot recognize atheistic commun i sm when they see 
it, is simply f« n»a**«e- Such undisciplined talk can do a great 
injustice to our «»***■"*** men, and it can do immeasurable harm 
to this country. 



Some clergymen may have been "taken in" by the communist 
line. Some may have become communists or "fellow travelers," 
but I am sure that their number is infinitcssimel, and it is nothing 
short of tragic that matters of this kind should be di s c us se d in 
such a way as to make all clergymen suspect I list ene d some 
lima ago to one individual as he attacked certain ministers of 
some of the major Protestant communions in this country, and 
not once did he reassure his audience that what he was saying 
did not relate to the overwhelming majority of our clergymen. 





TMt nia wrote romethiog to me in a letter which I wish tu> had 
to which I rote. In a postscript of a H tt r to 

that I have always tried to nuke it clear 

£ Si ! fe.y S Wb °A are . fo,terin * causes which we consider 
nndoctrinal and un-American make up leu than 1% of the 

Protesta nt muistryT ' Well, he didn't make that dear the night I 
l istened to him. Dart yon think he have? B * M * 



It la frequently proposed that since we Presbyterians cuuu* 
dwm agree with the actions and prooouncemenu of some Divi- 
^tCNj^ Coundl or of lu General BoanT«Iir^no^ 

&??4Skt , S2? r * W “° i n e d ia triy to0 ® in it- 

Pint, let me acknowledge that the National Council has made 
mi s takes . It is inevitable that it should make mistakey for it is 
composed of fallible men and women like ourselvesTbut is that 
“ de t ent, grounds for the withdrawal of our mem bership fo this 
cooperative venture? All religious groups err, for all are com- 
posed of sinful human beings. Our own Presbyterian Church, 
UA has sometimes erred, but we have no thought of rep udiat ing 
membership in it. To do so would mean that we would either 
cease to be a church member, which would in itself be a creat 
•"ft ° r ** would »mi te wiu, other ChrisUan fellowship 
which has also made its share of mistakes, and will make mis- 
takes*— perhaps some of them serious ones. ™ M 

it li av0 S 0ur P ,u f c ^’* continued membership in the Council. 

*t 18 made up of representatives of most of 
^ C t ris, i an of the nation, mid khbS Jo 
work from within for its improvement than to take a position of 
udauon where nothing at all can be accomplished. B^tfoj! 
ing our membership we can help the Council to become better 
than it is, and at tne same time we can still have a voice that 
can be heard when we feel that it is in error lhat 

The Presbyterian Church has never, from its inception been 
«*bu«u« church. Prcsbyttmo, to™ ,w,? 

*”** °^ I \‘; hur i ch «- Instead, we have sought a deeper feilow- 
«htp with all who claim Jesus Christ as God and Savior We 

SfiuSrS?? 8 Vanguar u °i the econtenkal movement all along, 
and have been among the first to accept membership in local, 

a> l * nn al » “tt* councils of Churches. Ours certainly is not 
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a narrow, sectarian, divisive group, but oon which gladly joins 
hands in tuny way possible with Christians of othro evat^eUori 
fitotips, 

Thaia are day when rhri«iian f thnilrt stand tfinrfhr r pull : 

tog ether . And we can do this without sacrificing u Mhin that 
we cherish la our deaoninatiooal r" tt us ■ 

contend for our convictions, but let us never lose our sense of 
kin s h i p with all who love and save our Christ We r’hrktiany 
ted better hang together, or we may teem eepantelyl When 
C o mm uni sm moved into China and Korean made no nice dis- 
tinctions between Christians. AU were suspect and all who re- 
fused to ‘knuckle under 1 were liquidated. AO missionaries were 
told to get out, and all Christian institutions — , schools 
and hospit al s — were taken ova lock, stock aod baireT. 

Whatever Its wea knes s es and mistakes, the NCC attempts to 
spe a k to the world of our essential Chririian unity. We dttpth 
•rely need such an organization which symbolizes our solidarity 
—our common faith in and loyalty to Jesus Christ We mure 
see to it that the unity of Protestantism is not broken, or its 
Christian cooperation imperilled. We need the National ^t‘ 1 
not only as a symbol of our oneness, but also as a mean s of 
effectively expressing that oneness. The survival of the Protestant 
Church as aeon trailing moral and spiritual in modern 

life depends in large measure upon the willingness of the different 

evangdical groups to establish and maintains united front 

against bold secula r is m on the ooe tend , and political 

Romanism on the other. Each of these systems is vigorously 
assailing those great principles, ideals and values of which Prates- 
Upturn jtand f. 

The NCC is “the only considerable body which can express 
our united Protestant voice in this fateful hour in our history. 

If we were to withdraw from cooperation with this body we 
would weaken its witness, and we would lose the influe nce which, 
under the will of God, we should exert for those things which we 
believe to he of supreme and abiding value." The General t 

Assembly of our church, meeting in Jacksonville, Florida made 
the following statement: “The National Council of rhy^ -hf , u 
certainty run perfect There is much about it that can and th o n M 
be improved. But we deplore the unmerited mmu on the 
National Council which result inevitably in a and weak- 
ening of the Christian witness in our land and the 



world. We regard our united work with other Christiana as being 

nf Impnmiiwi in tnrfay*« tirid »nd at urya our ttpm- 

tentative* oo the National Council to support, cnoou ra g s and 
sustain this vital effort." 

Soviet Russian would welcome the weakening of the Churches 
in this country, and those who make indiscriminate attacks upon 
die deno min ations — who sow the seeds of disnar- 

many and discord among Christians — are unwittingly flaying 
into hands, u we got out of the National C o uncil 

today, we Would certainly organise another along the same 
lines tomorrow, for the simple reason that such a cooperative 
body is essential and inevitable. 

I am for the Council. I am not for all its actions and pro- 
I oouncements, nor am 1 for all the points of view expressed by its 

employed staff and elected officers. With these actions and 
leaders I often disagree. But I am for the Council. It is the best 
organisation of its k««d now oo the scene, in which we can 
express our evangelical oneness and in which we can work to- 
gether for cods. In no other cooperative body are the 

opportunities as great for mutual helpfulness. Our own General 
Assembly has repeatedly reaffirmed its conviction that our 
Church should remain in the Council in spite of a number of 
overtures from some presbyteries asking that we withdraw. 

The has undoubtedly made mistakes, but it has 

achieved victories and rendered services which the constituent 
communions mkl ill afford to do without In the Council all the 
m tfnbar churches pool their knowledge and resources in a spirit 
of mutual helpfulness. In the Council we learn from ooe another. 
It provides through which we Presbyterians can work 

more efficiently and effectively than we couldpossibly do going 
it alone. There are many areas of common Ch ri s t ian endeavor 
which could not be done at all, or could not be done as well, if 
our Church had oo membership in the National Council or the 
World Council. 

I disagree rather strongly with some of the things which the 
Council n^s dooe and is doing, particularly through its new 
Commission on Religion and Race (The Delta Project, etc.) 
and have so expressed myself. But when 1 think of what the 
Council means to the Boards and Agencies of our own Church, 
and to our united Protestant witness in so many areas, 1 cannot 
conceive of our withdrawing membership. 1 have been a member 
< . 




of the Board of World Missions of our Assembly for twaty 
six years, end I cut testify that the fellowship which we have 
with other Christian missionary societies through the Division 
of Foreign Missions has been of JnmtimaMe value to our 
Christian witness around the wocid. 

"Time would fail me to tell" of dm many sarvicea which tha 
Council renders ha member Chmdtt, or of fha various advan- 
tages which accrue to oor own denomination through nidi Joint 
endeavor. In 1938 our Permanent Committee on uffirGfauich 
prepared and published n pamphlet i ndi rati ng the 
many ways in which the various Boards and Agencies of our 
Assembly work with other churches in the Council and profit by 
membership in it Hie Staff members of our various boards are, 
through membership In the Council, related to Staff members of 
similar departments in other churches. Through this mutual 
asaociatioo, much Is learned which facili ftci the work of the 
various departments of our own church. Through our member- 
ship in the National and World CVmncfls of Churches, “our 
church has an opportunity to contribute, out of the richness of 
her own life, the resources of her l ea d er ship to the larger life of 
the Church ... By membership in these councils, our representa- 
tives can aid them in self-criticism, and can enrich the life of the 
whole Church of Christ by sharing the riches of our Quitch's 
theological heritage and practical wisdom. To refuse to do this 
would be to renounce a part of the min io n which the Holy Spirit 
has set before us at this tune." For these reasons and many mote, 
it would be, in my judgment, a mistake for us to withdraw from 
the NOG 

Certain pronouncements on social and po l itic a l issues get 
much publicity in the press, so that people gain the impression 
that this is all that is ever done by the National Council. This la 
a great pity, but, after aQ, we cannot determine what the news- 
papers cons id er news. 

The NCC renders an i ndispensa b le service to the churches % 
in the area of Religious Liberty. That la a crucial issue in the 
world today and I am both surprised and dismayed that so few 
Protestants seem to have any concern about it Several yean ago 
now, the Roman Catholic hierarchy brought pressure to bear 
upon our government to have the State Department deny visas 
to Protestant missionaries going to Braxil beca us e , they said, 
Protestant “propaganda” mi ght dm good idations as* 




fating between oar government and the Brazilian people. Here 
waa a real threat to teligioua liberty, and bad it not been for the 
timely, united and effective voice of Protestantism «p»»M"g 
throug h t ho C omcH it ]§ po nMt tl m th§ S tB tc D^sitmcot 
might have succumbed to t& pressure.' 

Maybe the NOC has spoken at times when it should not 
have spoken. Maybe it has spoken too often, about the wrong 
things, and in the wrong way. But them am times when it had 
better tpeafc, and when religious liberty is at stake is one of 
those timet 1 - If you tnH I || Protestant! arc not concerned 
about this matter we bad better be! In our zeal for locking the 
front door against communism, we must be ever vigilant lest 
some other totalitarian system slips in through the back door to 
threaten our freedom, The NOC is the most potent united 
Protestant voice now available to us, and we had better not 

ij lftvy hi 

Some of those who are attacking the NOC most vehemently 
are against all of the great denominations as well They have 
been fighting these and their leaden for yean. In their philoso- 
phy, and in their theology of the Church, they are independent 
and divisive. If they s u cceed in crippling or destroying the Na- 
tional Council, this will not satisfy them, for they live on detrac- 
tion, denunciation and discord, and will immediately intensify 
their attacks on other phases of organized church life. These indi- 
viduals have a reputation for creating disharmony and discord 
among Christians, and they always oppose any kind of Christian 
cooperation which they do not or cannot control. They have 
seized upon certain weaknesses of the Council or its leaders to 
torpedo the whole Protestant denominational movement in this 
country. 

The National Council of Ch ur ches has its unwise tendencies 
and its weaknesses. These we must faithfully recognize, guard 
against and correct As our Confession of Faith says, “All 
synods or councils since the apostles' times, whether general or 
particular, may err, and many have erred" (p. 169). The Na- 
tional Council is no exception; it too, has erred, and will err. 
But 1 cannbt see this as just cause for withdrawal from member- 
ship in it If we withdraw from every group which errs, and in 
which there are convictions and opinions contrary to our own, 
we would have to withdraw from all connection with the nation, 
the state, the Church, civic clubs and the individual family unit 
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endanger the life of the NCC and its effatUveuwa, Thaw fa first 
the tendency for the Council to become a kind of super-church. 

There is no such hlea in the Constitution of the Council, but it 

S creep in at times if we am not careful. Some may indeed / : 
to see the creation of such a super-church. They are hnpo- f 
tient with the fragmentation of Protestantism In tide country, f 
and sincerely desire one organization whkhshallbringaB ' 
evangelicals together in a single organic bofjy. Thh certainly is 
not the purpose of the Council, and it is not now the purpose of 
the overwhelming majority of those who paftlripale in its life 
and work. But there is the temptation that a few, because of 
their hunger for organizational unity, shall try to had the Council 
away from its orighal purpose and dttttim 
Another weakness in the Council is the tendency lowaid an 
expanding bureaucracy. This is always a threat, and must be 
resisted. Such a growth of bureaucracy would pyramid the Chun- 
fjfg orpnizatkoal structure it couM bo {BtolenMi 

in^priil t m irrtgn tipna wn ma n hmf Pbvfrftfff 

A third weakness of the Council is its tend en cy to emp h as i z e 
one phase of its responsibility to the practical ccfipsing of aU 
others. The temptation is strong just now, fas its seal for racial , 

justice, for the Council to become so preoccupied with this par- 1 

ticular matter that it seons to neglect or to minimize other highly [ 

important phases of its Christian responsibility. The race ques- 
tion is very important, but it is by no means the only crucial 
issue confronting the churches in these days. Would ft not be 
wise for the Council to shift its emphasis from time to time, so 
that all deparnnents of its work will have the attention, promo- 
tion and publicity which they require? f.> 

And then there is the temptation for certain individuals who % 
are active in the departments of the Council to me the Council *- 
and its facilities to further their own social or political views. * 

The representatives of the member Churches should constantly [ 

be on guard against this temptation. Nothing could do the Coun- 
cil more damage than to have it so used by persons who are 
zealous to promote their own private social or political theories. 1 
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TUb has been a length^ dhruerinn, but two to 1 am sura 
that 1 haw not answered all your quosfi one upriist the No> 
tiood Council of Churches. It is porefld* of course, for you to 
inform youndf ronr e rnin g the Cniucfl and conocrnhw the 
Justice of the charges which haw been reader and are whig 
m ad e , against it I hope yon will fed free to write to the head- 
quarters of the National Council regarding any reattare which 
relate to its life and work. It ieueiuet and unfair to hear only ooe 
side of a cootrov ersi d matter, the a cc u sed has a right to be 
heard. Secure a copy of the Cbundfs Onmtitutkm and of he 
official publications and read them carefully. Address all in* 
uirice to Dr. R. H. Edwin Espy. Canard Secretary of the Ne- 



tt Y. 10027. He, or one of his associates, wm be glad, I am sura, 
to tty to answer frankly and fdrfy suyqosstion yon may with 
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OCTOfln 22, 1984 



AFPLNDIX 

Page A5487. Congressman Coliaer, (D) Mississippi, extended \ 
hl«j remnr its to Include a resolution adopted by the Long Orach, Mississippi, ' 

*. bomber ol commerce conde-nnin? the reporting by radio, press, etc., ol 
certain activities In that i tato. 7 he resolution makes reference to the activities 
ol taxational v. ouncil,o. f <. fiu r rhr s in connection Willi Liic sending of student 
educatorslnlo^ ilaSlsslpplI Tb^resolution states '* -.'/boras this action by the 
National council of Churcncc was evidently sanctioned by our federal Justice 
i) partmrnt as they sent special cordons ol r'BI agents here to protect these 

student agitators against law abiding Mlssisslppinns; The resolution, 

i»; making reference to crii.e, pointed out that /.iissianippi hap the lowest cri:oo 
rate In the fallen according to FIJI statistics. 



I - Kr. Tolson - enclosure 
k • L\r. Belmont - enclosure 
1 - ;Vr. *:ohr - enclosure 
1-1 ir. Delmach - enclosure 
1 - Mr. Rosen - enclosure 
1 - TAt, t;. iOorrell - enclosure 
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r October 22, J$$4 

FFC- K/o>0 'SO it 6 °) - ! \ ^ 




Your letter of October 17th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 



With respect to your Inquiry, Information 
cont ain ed In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confl* 
dentlal in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and Is available for official use only. Further, this 
Bureau does not Issue clearances or nonclearances of any 
type. Therefore, I trust you will understand why this Bureau 
Is not In a position to endorse an organization such as the 
National Council of Churches or other groups. 



In connection with the circular you forwarded, 
my speeches are a matter of public record and are quoted 
from time to time. However, their use does not necessarily 
mean either that this Bureau has or has not "cleared** the 
manner In which they are employed. For your Information 
I am enclosing a copy of my speech, "The T win Enemies of 
I reed on, " In order that you may read It In Its entirety. The 
quotation In question appears cm page 3 toward the bottom of 
the first column. I am also sending you other literature which 
I trust will be of Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

' ) (i. Erijv Ho ^r/w 
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1 - Indianapolis • Enclosures (2) 
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DTP:fcl (4) See Enclosures and note next page. 



m 



it' 






Enclosures (5) 

’’Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism” 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

4/17/62 Internal Security statement 

NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable in Bullies. 
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^ !,r SirI plMS. wad enclosed artlc£^Io £i« ”$/ 

*" ^1 ««* SSt- 

haw wan iwHbew of the d»^l CoXcll of CUurohes a^ haw broagt 

SS JW» Vror. our Church *art .s to Whm your .prroval .r 

is ,t the bottom of enclosed artlel* " Ch ^ h „ (national) 1» an Jmriean or 
dis-ayrrowl a, to format inn-need « «* ’ 

Anti-African, J - wm ^ #f pn.t importance l ^ 



lours Truly 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE NA TIONAL COUNCIL OF " CHURCHES? 
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October 22, 19S1> 



Dear^ v 

I received your letter of October 19th and want to thank 
you for your interest in my books. 

with respect to your inquiries, information contained in 
the files o, the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available lor official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust 
you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating U the National Council of Churches. 

't 

This Bur eau does not have a list such as you mentioned 
available lor distribution. I am, however, enclosing some literature 
I trust will be of interest. 






Sincerely yours, 

• n-. A-f.r 
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Enclosures (4) 

Faith In God— Our Answer To Communism 
Internal Security Statement, -4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
LLB Introduction, 4-61 
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I_ NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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October 19# 196tf ... 

1 * 

r* 

Honorable J Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal 3urcau of Investigation, 

Washington, D.C. 



• * v 

* T- 
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... • «v. • 
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Doar Mr • Hoover; 

I am on a committee appointed by our Sunday School 
Class of male adults and charged witl^the respon 3 *oility 
of researching the activities of The n ational Coun cil 
of Church e 3 of America. V/o have poured over your dOOKS 
— re^ar alh.j the plan of The Comunist Party to infiltrate 
our American Churches, we have examined the books issued 
by the Circuit Riders Inc in relation to their 
compilation of public records of several hdndr6d clergy 
and lay members* of the Council and compared tho 
activities as listed by organisations with the list 
of cit’d communist and communist-front organisations 
shown in the " Guide to Subversive Organisations and 
Publications “issued by the Hcurc Committee of Un- 
American Activities issued or revised in 19ol» and we 
hove also checked those activities and pronouncements 
with those of the communist party. We are concerned 
with the results these comparisons .show. 

s 

He wonder if you are in a position to furnish us wit& 
any information regarding this subject in relations 
to activities andevento that have occured since I960 
and 1961 and up to the current date? Also, if any list 
of organizations and and personnel activities has been 
released lately? V/e need help to clarify tftis picture 
tfoich in itself seems more or less invisible yet ver* 
dangerous. If you can assist us in any way with furt 
knowledge we will surely appreciate it. 

sincere!; 



g 
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P.S* Our purpose i3 to secure adequate Inf om at ion to 
hack up a petition to our session to petition our 
higher Church Courts to withdraw from the Rations 
Council of Churches. - 
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October ID, 1964 
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Ycur letter of October 12th Ins boon received. 



y, |th respect to your Inquiries, iiuormation contained 
In the 111 ’ j of the IDI must be maintained as tv' •tldentlol In accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for oflicta! use only. I regret I an \nablo v .> 2 of help in this 
instance bat trust you will understand the /...-josary reasons for 
tlita pollcv. It is hoped you will not infer ithrr tliat v.e do or do 
not have i ti in our fllc3 relating to l. S- * Atonal Counci l of Churches* 
XTo sourer conics to mind to which I might direct youlu order to 
obtain the data you have requested. 

W ith retard to Dan Sxnoot, he was employed by Jhc ^ 
IDI as a Special Agent from Karch, 1942, to June, 1951, whea hqq 
voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his opinions end — ^ 
comments are strictly his own and this Bureau is not In a position * 
to comment on these hi any way whatsoever . *.x:» -*■> 



of interest . 



Enclosed Is come literature which I trust will bo ^ 



M/UICD7S. 

UUi I i» itaC *. 

COMMfBI 



Sincerely yours, 

ff. Tdv’f Vo’fTf 
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/Taith in God-Our Answer To Communism" 

"Faith 1 fn freedom" 
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TRUE COPY 



Oct. 12, 1964 




Dear Sir, 



I am writing to you tonight as an patriotic American 
who is deeply concerned with the turn of events which concerns the 
National Council of Churches. 



Many charges and counter charges are being made which 
I believe must be either denied or verified. I would be forever In 
your debt if you could help me get the facts so that I in some way could 
help others in their search for truth. 



I have some questions that I would like to ask you to 
answer if it is possible for you to do so. They are: 



1. What is the background of The National Counoil . 

of Churches? 



2. Is the National Council of Churches under investigation 
for subversion or has it ever been? If so what was the findings? 



»• 




3. Has the National Council of Churches ever been under 
investigation by the House Un-American Activities Committee? H so 
r what were the conclusions Drawn? 

/ 4. In your opinion, is the Communist movement in 

America using the National Council of Churches for subversion? 

5. Is Dan Smoot an authentic anti-communist who 
reports documented facts ? 

” V I would appreciate any information relative to the 

. above subject or any information as to where I can obtain this 
information. 

Sincerely, 




your devoted servant 
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Your letter of October 13th has been received and 2 I! 
I want to thank you for your Interest In literature distribute Y " , *i » ° 

this Bureau. CD g 9 

with respect to your inquiries, information contain^ ^ 
... » av_ ror must be maintained as confidential in accon^nc^c 

iTcSar^ “ 

files relating to the National Council of Churches and the Circu 
Riders, Inc. 

f am enclosing a copy of "What Young People Should 

JS tactics of communists both in this country and abroad. Copies may 
. be available in your local library. 

a * 0r ** 



- People Should Know About Communlnm 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Circuit 

Riders, Ind. , is known in Bufiles for its opposition to the National 
Council of Churches. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Fd^cral Bureau Of Investigation * 

Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

' f # 

/j n recent weeks I have become very concerned about an organisation "The 
National Council of Churches for Christ in America". I would like ail 
available information about this organisation and its attitude toward 
communism; is it true that over one-hundred persons in leadership capacity 
have comnunist front records or records of service to communist causes? 

If so, con their names be furnished? I would also like to know if they 
have a goal or goals that, in any way resembles that of the Communist Party. 

Do you have Information available on an organisation "The Circuit Riders Xnc 
home base 110 Government Place (Room 925), Cincinnati, Ohio? 



1 understand you have available a booklet, "What Young People Should Know 
about Communism" . I would appreciate you sending me a copy at your 
earlist convenience. 



From this letter it is no doubt evident that I am not well informed on 
the subject of communism, therefore any information you might furnish 
on this subject. Including titles of informative books will be appreciated. 
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Enclosures (4) . 

"Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism 
4-1-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Church leaders in the form of a "Study Council” of the 
General ConvenUon of the Protestant Episcopal Church met with 
Assistant Director William C. Sullivan on 4-8-63. Mr. Sullivan 
explained the Bureau’s position to them in regard to religion and 
communism; however, Mr. Sullivan noted that this group 
apparently concluded there has been no penetration or influence 
into religion. They apparently used the FBI’s inability to furnish 
information as the basis for this conclusion. 
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Octpber 2 , 196b 



Mr. B#lmont * . 

Mr/ Mphr Jr. 

Mr. |/rLn*rh ** 

Mr. Ca*p?r 

Mr. CalUhnn . 

Mr. C*nr«icf 

Mr. Er*n* 

Mr. Calf 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Rolltvan 

Mr. Tavtl 

Mr. Trotter 

Tale. Room 

Min Hairnet 

Min Candy 



for. J. Edgar Hoover, Director . -- y f . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation / 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

% 

I always have had and still have great admiration 
for th“ thoroughness and impartiality evidenced in the reports 
> issuer on behalf the F. B. I. It has been my understanding 
!*.hat the F. E. I. did not issue to the general public any 
I of its reports covering the investigations of individuals or 
•specific organizations. 

I am attaching a copy of a report which has come 
to me in connection with my objection to the activities of the 
* National Council. of Churches and call your special attention 
io" the first paragraph thereof. If there have been any reports 
or statoirents made by the F. E. 1 . in connection with the 
V *:tiojial Council of Churches or any other information promulgated 
b” the F. B. I. in connection with the National Council of 
Churches I would appreciate your forwarding me a copy thereof 
or the summary of the content of those reports, or aavice as to 
correctness or incorrectness of the otteched roeinorenduni* 

Assuring you of my continued appreciation of the 
splendid work you and your organization have always performed, «. f ^ 

■I am . 
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Sincerely yours. 
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The charges of Communist infiltration into the National Council of Churches 
I has been completely disproved by the FBI. Indeed, a high F.B.L Official has evidence 
t jhat Hie present campaign of spreading distrust and dissension in the churches baa brought 
i encouragement to the Moscow directed Communists who have never before been able to 
1 break through the faith of the people in the Churches. 

As Presbyterians, we have every confidence in our Biblically based System of 
Government and in the Church of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We, the Session 
of the Central Presbyterian Church do hereby restate our belief and confidence in our 
• Church, recognizing that, though our Lord is supreme and errorless, we, Bis Human . 
servants are not. We call the entire congregation to Join us in a sincere repentance for ou 
past failures, to a revival of devotion to the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, and to a 
deeper commitment of a growing Christian faith and work under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit for the future. 





Clerk of Session 



\ 



Approved by the Session September 9, 1994 
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Your letter of October Oth has been received. 

V 1th respect to your inquiry, information 
contai ned in the files of the IBI must be maintained as con- 
fidential In accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and Is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help In this Instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you 
will not Infer either that we do or do not have data la our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be 



of Interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

Tt tdw neevir 
I 
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Let's light Communism Sanely I 
4/17/62 Internal Security statement 
4/1/61 LEB Intro . 

Faith In God— Our Answer to Communism 
NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Bullies 
DTF:fcl (3) 
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J. Edgar Hoover. 

Washington. D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Could you supply a documented report of your findings on the 
*' National Council of Churches of C hr island their affiliations 

with any Communistic organizations and their original back ground 
and originators. 



Yours truly 
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Your letter of Cctober'Gth has been received. 



With respect to your Inquiry, information contained 
in the flleo of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret 1 am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 

interest. 

A 

Sincerely yours, 

fi. jf-»« -J** 
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"Faith in God— Cur Answer TO Communism" 
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

LEB Introduction, 4-1-61 




NOTE: - Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. 
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October 6, 196^ 





J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



/ •* Do you have any available information as to whether the' 
National Council of The Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America is Comnuni st inspired or infiltrated? Is tho National 
Council, in your judgment, an asset cr liability to the American 
people in terms of its power for or against Communism, or any other 
forces which threaten our existence? 




I am pastor of the ilcthodist Church at 
Any information will be greatly appreciated 




Sincerely yours. 
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I have received your le.tter of October 5th and want to 
thank you for your generous comments concerning my administration 
of the FDI. It is hoped our future endeavors rill continue to merit 
your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as. confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice an:! is available for official 
use only. Further, it is contrary to my policy to comment on material 
not prepared by me or personnel of this Buroau. I regret I am unable 
to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the matters you' mentioned. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 
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Faith in’ God- -Our Answer to Communism 

Internal Security 4-17-62 

Faith in Freedom 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

Let : s Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

For many years I have greatly admired you and your 

I F. B. I. , and most recently have come to believe that you and your men 
are the only bulwark between us and the communist take-over. On 
Oct. 24, 1964,, my churches Presbytery meets and will hear a report on 
the work of th«i Nat’ 1 Council of Churches. I have turned over my file 
on N. C. C. to the chairman of this committee but he feels much of the * r 
evidence needs more documentation. No one could dare question the 
integrity of you or your bureau so I wonder if it would be possible to get 
a letter from you stating whether or not the following have ever been 
found to have any communist connections. 



1. The Nat’l Council of Churches 

2. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 

3. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 

4. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman 

5. John A. MacKay 

6. Edwin T. Dahlberg 

7. Roswell P. Barnes 

8. Walter Russell Bowie 

9. Beverly M. Boyd 

10. Samuel Me crea Cavert 

11. Hugh D. Darsie 

12. Turman Douglas 

13. Shelby Harrison 

14. F. Ernest Johnson 

15. Benson Y. Landis 

16. I. George Nace 

17. William Scarlett — 

18. Luther A. Weigle 

19. Mrs. Douglas Horton 

20. Fev. Edler Garnet Hawkins 

21. William B. Spofford 

22. Kirtley E. Mather • 

23. A. J. Muste 

24. Frarnk P. Graham - 25. Dr. 
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Harry F. Ward 
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I have a number of articles written by persons and 
uid would like for you to tell me, in the bureau’s opinion 
s can be considered authoratative. 1 

jby 

nti-Communisra Crusade 
. Schwarz 




Phillbrick 

ion 

* Bundy 

t hope this request isn’t too hard and I feel certain that 
©me of these (many of them preachers) complacent 
ie opinion of Mr. Hoover or the F. B. I. these persons and/or 
re dangerous and a threat to our internal security- then 
rill they open their eyes and really get a good look at * 
oing on, aided and abetted by our churches and their 
lers! Let us all hope it won’t be too late when they all 

shall be very anxiously waiting for your reply. Thank 



Most hopefully, 
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Your letter of October 6tb has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why 
I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested 
and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
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Sincerely yours, 
[iLtilgn; Hoover 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington 25, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: . : 

In many of our churches In the South, in fact, in our churches 
all over the country, people are torn with indecision because 
of the tremendous amount of literature that is being circulated 
criticizing the National .Council, of . the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. In our Presbyterian churches, especially, there la unrest 
and confusion and many members wish to withdraw support from the 
National Council, saying that it is Communistic. 

If you can give us some definite information resulting from your 
investigations that would show that 'the National Council la niot 
"anti-anti-Coemunistic" perhaps some of the disgruntled would be 
convinced. Everywhere there is high regard for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and for yourself as its representative 
and even an opinion of yours would be readily acceptable: 

Thank you for whatever assistance you can give us in this matter. 

Very truly yours. 
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Mr* J# Edfar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Hr. Hoover* 

We, the u nders igned, are Members of a sub-committee of a larger group created 
by the Conference of The Methodist Church to stud? the 

National Council of Churches in the USA and to. report, with recommendations, 
to the next session of our Conference in May 196$# The particular respond 
sibility of our sub-committee is to examine accusations that have been made 
against the Council# 



I 

t- 



One of the chief charges has been that the Council is infiltrated by Coa- 
munists and/or Communistic ideology#. Believing that this is something of 
which the FBI would be aware if it be true, we are writing to inquire con- 
cerning this# 



Does the FBI have evidence that the National Council is infiltrated by Com- 
munists or that Communist Ideology is present in its actions and policies? 
Has the FBI ever officially stated or suggested that the National Council of 
Churches has Comaunlsts in its organisation, or that it has Comunistic tend- 
encies in its program? 

In a study of the National Council of Churches by the Alabama Legislative 
Commission to Preserve the Peace it is asserted that Dr# Harry. E/!*ard, 
formerly a professor at Union Theological Semlnaxy in Hew fork and founder , t 
of the now defunct Methodist Federation for Social Action, "his been offi- 
l dally Identified as a member of the Cownunists Party#* Is there any basic 
* for this assertion? Has the FBI so identified him? If not, who in your 
‘ opinion other than the FBI or Dr. Ward himself could ^officially* Identify 
him as a Communists? 



Ve know that you are limited by practical considerations as to what you 
can wg# On the other hand, great issues are at stake# When accusations 
of ihlB sort are made, if they be true, eur church people need to knew# We „ 
do. not wish to support Comnunlsm.ln any fashion# If they are not true, the ^ 

welfare of the church is threatened, for these charges cannot but breed sue- / 
pieion and distrust in the minds of many people# Where suspicion and dis- 
trust of the church exist, the church is irreparably damaged. ^ 
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Nr* Hoover 
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September 30, 1961* 



Please give us as such information as you can possibly give either up- 
holding the accusations or exonerating the National Council of Churches. 



Sincerely, 




i. 
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Your letter of October 4th has been received. 



V.ith respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. Therefore, 1 trust you will under- 
stand why I am not In a position to comment along the lines you 
have suggested and hope you will not infer either t hat we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. * § 



Enclosed is some literature 1 trust will be of 

■ I rc 



MflLEQ 1 

OCI JI-19G4 

eoMjtfg 



Sincerely yours. 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanelyl * 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
"Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism" 
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4 October 1964 



The honorable J. Edgar hoover 

director of the Federal bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0. C. 

dir: 



The First Presbyterian Church membership In this city*, 
has recentlvrecelvea a mailing that Includes pamphlets con- 
demning The National Council qX Chu r ches as a Communist-.,.. 
.Infiltrated organization. The minister. The Reverend 
I „ has asked us for our best thinking concerning 

'this matter. 

It occurs to me that I have sometime m the pest read 
magazine articles with a clear view of this by one (or moreV) 
investigative agent of the bureau. I will very much appre- 
ciate any material tnat you feel could be useful to us. 



Very truly yours. 
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October 7, 1064 
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Dear} 



S S’ 



Your letter of October 3rd has been received. 



• " f 

OD g 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained , 5 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord * 1 J 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available g 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this * 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy, It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
In addition, no source comes to mind to which I might direct you in 
order to obtain the data you have requested. 

Enclosed is some literature 1 trust will be of interest. 

s 

| Sincerely yours, 



co 

Ul 



V !!■ 



I 
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October 3. 1964 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 

|$r Dear Mr. Hoover: 





Could you please inform me as to where I could obtain documented information 
on th^ Natio nal ilQunciljttt^Churchfts? In this section of the south at this 
time the National Council is constantly under attack. Mich of this, I realise 
is expressed in "feeling" not "fact". 'As a member of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States and as an interested citizen, I would like "the facts • 
Any help you could offer would be greatly appreciated. 
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October 6, 1964 





I received your letter of September 30th and 
want to thank you for your Interest' In my books on communism 
and for your generous remarks concerning my administration 
of the FBL It Is hoped our future endeavors will continue to 
merit your support and approval. 




L 




With respoct to your inquiry, information con- 
tained in the files of tho FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It is hoped you krill not infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 
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Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 

A 



Sincerely yours, 

1. JR00VR8 / 
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*- T. Rdcar Hover 



Fete (Con’t) 
is wcll-knovi'n to th'j 



1 ur.-atj as a right-winr 




organization, 




Sept 30^964 



Mr J. Edgar Hover 
Chief Federal Bureau of Inv. 

Washington D. C. 

t * 

Dear Mr. Hover: 

It has been brought to my attention by Myers G. Lowman's 
Circut riders publication that many of the governing board of the National 
Councel of Churches are also members of various Communist Front organizations. 
Is there any way to determine if these allegations are true. 

^ It seems inconcievable that the support of an organization such 

as the National Council of Churches which comes manly from churches such 
as my own could have a large portion of its governing body made up of men 
who wish to overthrown not only our government but the churches themselves 
However from your books I can see where this type of infiltration could happen. 

If the allegations by mr. Lawmans group are true then I beleive 
ever church in the country should discontinue finacial support of the organization 
and I for one as a trustee of our church would so vote. 

Any help you could give me in clearing up this matter would be 
greatly appreciated. 



Since rly 




P. S. I like most other Americans am very greatful for the Leadership you 
have provided not only to your Dept but to the thinking people of the United States 
in regard Life under Law and order. Also the enlightement yon ;iv«» in / ? 
ydur Books on Communists. . / ' \ v .■**/ — ' ** 




4 







ieW?!LU-iJl. v 













v* % x., >. * > * * • * 



ia /9C¥ 



2+uJ. 



■6<. ’* ^ 2~i g -** f*fi**f\ 



*L> p ** d~ 2 ^ *>•*»*** /* 



r '& 












uJu, ^ 



Do _9 o/> (Z*tx*~^*~* 










Ob 




Your letter of September 30th, with enclosure, has been 

received. 







V Idle I would like to be of assistance to you, the FBI Is 
strictiv an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and neit her 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity 
of any organization, publication or Individual. Information contained in 
our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regu lation ^ 
of the i apartment of Justice. I a view of this, I am sure you will imderstanjT 
why I cannot con men! concerning the National Council of Churches or the 
other questions you asked. In addition, 1 hope you will not Infer either that 
we do or do not have information in our filet regarding the subjects of your 
Inquiry. 

It |s always reassuring to hear from citizens who demon- 
strate an awareness of the evils of communism and who desire to combat 
this threat to our freedoms. I an* enclosing some material on the general 
topic of communism. You may also wish to refer to my bortB, Masters 
of Beceit ‘ and "A Study of Communism.” The forager was written with 
the hope that It would help readers gain an Insight Into the true nature 
of the comi. uniat conspiracy In this country. The latter contains an 
analysis of international communist practices and contrasts totalitarian 

F3Mhods with life In a free country. Those books may be available at 

I^- lTTP dr local library. The self-addressed envelope which you so thoughtfully 
’ Mnh^L-f^L/arded Is being returned. 
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The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy 
Time of Testing 

"Faith In God— Our Answer to Com munis m M 
Internal Security Statement 4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely'. 

MOTE: Butiles contain no record IdentUahle with correspondent. 
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September 30 , 1964. 





J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Pear Sir: 



I am a member of a Christian Women's Fellowship of the 
Piselples of Christ Churches .and some of us have attempted 
to Introduce a study of Communism into our groups and we 
have met with a lot' of opposition from some of our members 
who attend state and national meetings* 



Could you answer a question for us? Have any of the 
office holders of the national Council of Churches been 
investigated and been found to be Communists, or Communist 



evmpathlzers? ..... 

since am from^|H|HH^|H|H^HBp could 
you tell me whether our co^inty 'is infested with many com- 
munists as I have heard reports to< that effect* 



Any answers you could give us that would help laywomen 
to be more informed and alert to the evils of Communism, 
and any suggestions about what we eould do to help preserve 

our churches and our nation will be greatly appreciated* 

- * 




- 9 /: 
/ 





f 

0 



J ) 



REC-26 f ; . J_ : . ’ 



'• v ! j 



/ v 4 \ /• October 2, 1964 



% *■ 



>. 

~ # 



i 



J 



Uaca 









Wbw 
ItM — 
frf* - 




£ ^ 
*nj - 

«•! co 



'V - 



Dear 
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Your letter of September 28th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 



interest. 




Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours. 






Enclosures (4) 

LEB Introduction, 4-61 
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 __ 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! " rj j 
Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 



% 



j f i . ; 

r ; 









i'lsm* 



NO TE: No d erogatory information appears in Bufiles. concerning 
r ~ —p l ':.p f «rith whom we have had no correspondence. 

f< 4 >, fr.Jt 

\ \r I 

* v> _ v f t 

, — . k — , v*r 

J rcLrTY?r irm 1 — I t 



DTPrkcf^ // (4) 



MMLHOCWl 



/ 




Ty: 






I 

« 

* 



i — . « jmj !■ M i l . i w . i j . t i Hrj'wj iH W 1 ?. 111 

-A.' ■ V \ ^“-v AAA’ • :<*■?- X -? V>- 






MlNISTXN 



September 28, 1964 



.Kr, J. Ed car Hoover, Director . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Nr. Hoover: 

I urgently need (Whatever material* you can 
release regarding the Natio nal Council of Ch urches. 

The statement is made to me often these days 
that the National Council is *ubvereive. Any in- 
formation that you could furnish wuW be most 
appreciated. • 

I should like to have this material before 
October 11, as I plan to preach on the subject that 
Sunday. 



Cordially, 




! f! I 



September SO, 1094 
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Dear^ 



Your letter of September 25th has been received. 



FBI is strlctt^Uerttotlve ° f “? tstaBe * *> 7«u. the 

•nd neither makes evaluations ^ ^ Federal Government 

character or totonri^!!?!!? “* draws conclusions as to the 

Information contained^ In ^fUeatmist'bl’ ** u J ,I * c f* Ion or Individual, 
to accordance with reeXLso,,h“n be * a,nta tacd “ confidential 
of this. I mu sure *•**•. * view 

tag the National Council of Chur ches co f unent “ncern- 

where you could obtain the mn#s*u.i»i 8# J?°5 c* 1 * I suggest a source 

you will not infer either that we do a ^^ Uon # I hope 

regarding the subje^f^t^" *> not taTe ** «» our fUes 

Sincerely yours, 

J - E *a'Ho*£r 

TOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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lir. J, IkV'cr Iloovcr, I'ircctor 
Federal itrrr.u ef Invcctifotion 
.I’iCh}-/ tt'iJ, C. 

hc.-r i a*. 1. Dover, 

’..'ill you plea re let no know if there i3 any evidence vUtBoever 
th».t the' hctional Council of Churches is infiltrated by Ccumunists or 
CoExiuiicu ac/upcthicers, or that it has leftist leanings* 

Yheer accusations ore often nsdc. If true, perhaps I could use cy 
influence to persuade the churches of this district to put pressure on 
the Council to "dean house," or we could witlidrsw support. On the 
oilier hen:', if there is no such evidenco I would like to have that 
infoxv-atirai when talking with those who attack the Council* 

If you can send no onj information on /thin subject, or surest 
where I coiid find authoritative inf oination, I will frrcatly appreciate 

It. 






I 




Your letter of September 24th has been received. 1- £3' 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord'^ 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
tor official use only. I regret 1 am unable to be of assistance in ^ 
this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the national Council of 
Churches. 



interest. 




Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 

9 

* 

Sincerely yours, 

5- ttfflji bower 
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One Nation's Response to Communism 
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Foler-O dure a; i sf Investigation ( - » , 

lashing *n, D.C. 

Subject: lia-.i»nal C uiicil of Churches 

^mtleuen: 

I uu lerstaad tin F3I conducted an investi^ati .*n on tne rational 

0 uncil **f Churches not l^m a-.r* nn»» would appreciate it if you *• uld send 
„» H report on it. At a recent church neetinj, s*»n» e«<r>ere wanted to 
withdraw their sup ert fr*« the council. Their reason f*r this was that 
th; council fas not operating properly. I hadn't heard anything obput the 
sitiioti'u t*> »rci’ r ne w*y or th-* ether. p|, r «y sen piw'nd satisfaction 

1 4 tiQ i lik r t hear s'nnet* iu-’ ab ut this. 

'pj-ai y./U fi-r y -nr interest in this piaster. 










Your letter of September 25th has been received. 




In response to your inquiry, information contained in the 
files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for official* use 
only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you 
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 




In connection with the magazine you mentioned. It has 
been our long-standing policy not to comment on articles which we-Lave 
not prepared. We were not consulted on the content of this ar ticle and 
did not assist In its preparation. The quotations attributed to FBI 
officials were taken from remarks previously made by them bo other 
occasions. 




With respect to Herbert Philbrick, he furnished informa- 
tion concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis to this 
Bureau from 1942 to 1952 for which he was compensated. Be was never 
an employee of the FBI* His services were terminated with his appearance 
as a witness in the trial of the communist leaders in New York City. His 
personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly his own and 
this Bureau is not in a position to comment on these in any way .whatsoever. 
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With regard to your (Inal question, It Is contrary to 
my policy to offer advice in legal matters. You may wish to discuss 
these Issues \7ith an attorney of your choice. 

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of 

Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

g. 
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’♦Faith in Freedom” 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 
NOTE: Correspondent was emplo yed by the FBI 

when he resigfte&^l 

published LouiS Cassel's article about 
J^crisi^i^ur churches and M. A. Jones' to DeLoach memorandum dated 
4/16/62 set policy concerning response to this matter and prior inquiries 
have been answered along the same lines. 
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Dear 



received. 



Your letter of September 21st has been 



£ ro 

®i g 

H«> So 



With respect to yoifr inquiry, information contained * 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord- ‘ 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why 
I am not in a position to comment along the line6 you have suggested 
and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, 



1. E3R3T TWWVf 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirs: 

It hasT-ecently come to my attention that 
some years ago the Sfational Council of Churches become 
so heavily infiltrated with communists that the office of 
Naval Intelligence branded It a subversive group. If it 
is such a group, I am unwillingly contributing to its support 
because I am one of the thousands of members of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 



Please give me such Information as you can 
that wUl enable me to decide whether or not to continue as 
a member of this church— or any church that supports the 
National Council of Churches. 

Do any of the present members of the governing 
body of the National Council of Churches have a communist 
.front record? 



Does the National Council of Churches still 
recommend a long list of books- -many of which are by Com mu 
nist authors — for reading by both children and adult members 
of the Churches? ^ 



was- 17/ • : y ( e L ‘ 
' — ~ 




S£ Spe!fde" S ^ P Kep»bUc and our Identity as a 
Nation? 

In fact, can the National Council of Churches 
still be considered a subversive group? 

a noriv renlv will be appreciated. 
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September 29, 1964 
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Dear\ 



received. 



Your letter of September 23rd has been 



With respect to yoiir inquiry, information contained 
in the ales of the FBI must be maintained as conadential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why 
I am fiot in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested 
and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our Dies relating to the National Council of Churches. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some Uterature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, 



-I 
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September 23# 19$b 

* 

i 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Dir. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
./as; .inti ton, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 

In recent months a very disturbing rumor has been saining some momentum 
here in our city. 

» . 

The rumor har it that the Rational Council of Churches, whoee current 
President is our own Bishop RuebehUi TIuelTcr of Ihdianaoolis, has a 

amount o?* co r, sr<mist infiltration, s.nd is in no small measure 
being influenced by the communist element that is working in the council. 

You nn -readily understand how some good Christian people would be very 
nuch disturbed pt such a rumor. For this reasen, I would like to have a 
straight from the shoulder comment from you, giving your aapraisal of the 
organisation and its connection, if any, with any subversive movement, 
including the Conmunit-t Party. 

1 realise that a great many organ? rati one all over thr country may have 
some infiltration of undesirable elements, r.nd it. would be very difficult 
to screen them all nut. At the same time I know th*» organisations and 
their leadership are not to be condemned on a wholesale basis* 

A 

I also know you may have information concerning persons connected with 
the National Council of Churches, that is classified and cannot be released 
for security reasons. However, any information you can give will be greatly 
appreciated. 
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September 28, 1864 




Tour letter of September 21st has been received. 

'With respect to your inquiry. Information contained ™ 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-f 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available » 
tor official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this □□ ► 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for £ 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or dcr J 

n o t have data in our files relating to th<^ National Coun cil pf Churches 



With regard to the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, it is suggested you may wish to commu n icate with its 
Chairman, located in Boom 225, Cannon House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 20515, lor any assistance be may be able to 
render you. 



Enclosed is some literature which X trust will be of 



interest. 



Sincerely yours. 






Enclosures (4) Q|£L . J 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

— * — Lets Fight Communism Sanely! ’ 

^ Faith in Freedom 

T!^ L — NOTE v> (/orrespondent is not identifiable in Bullies. 
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September ?1, 1964 




Fcdeml Bureau of .'nv-r.tip tion 
D. C. 

% 

Dear Sirs: 

V'e tre interested in oltaining rny information concerning Communism 
in the Council of Churches or/: ;nir«ti ons. 

I realise this request covers n.f»ny facets, but such thin-v- >:b records 
of committee on TV-Americ -n Activitirr. rould be most helpful to us. 
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received. 

With rospect to yoar Inquiry, Information contained 
i„ the (lies of the ra must be maintained as confidential In accord- 
«cTw?tore1Zl»s ot the Department of Justice and ls»TOllaWe 
official imonly. 1 regret 1 am unable to be of helpln this 
instance but trust you will undeptand the r *e^or do not 

swa rr: assESfsLa », «*«» 



Interest. 



Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of 

Sincerely yours. 
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Faith In Cod— Our Answer to Communism 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 

^t&hUOablb In Bullies. 
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Sept. 17, 64 




Dear Sir. 



Could you give me information concerning The 
National Council of Churches activities. 

v The information I need, is about communist infiltration 
now or in the past. 




I believe the Council is doing a good job, but I need 
help concerning them in my church's discussion. 

Sinerly 
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Honorable Vornol It. Jansen 
United States Attorney 
911 Federal Building 
Mobile, Alabama 36G02 

Dear Mr. Jansen: 



5 Vii 



n i. 



Mr. Evans has told me of your telephone call to hire 
concerning the current controversy regarding alleged communist i 

Infiltration of the National Council of Churches. I have never made 
any public statement Indicating that this orga niz a t i o n has or has not 
been infiltrated by tho communists. A sentence from a statement I 
made on March 20, 1947, before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities has been taken out of context and quoted widely by opponents / 
of the National Council of Churches. I am enclosing a copy of page 12 
of this statement wherein 1 have underlined the pertinent sentenced 

V. 

Also enclosed are roprints of four articles I have 
written relating to the communist attack on religion. These items 

clearly state my views on this topic. 

' * • 

• • - » 

^ • t can assure you thi3 Bureau has never indicated that 

? £ the National Council oi Churches is or is not communist Infiltrated. 

' co Regulations of the Department of Justice require that information in ^ 

I the files of die FBI be maintained as confidential and available for 



MS 



1 i r. 



£j official use only. It is hoped you v/ill not infor either that we do or 

CA 9 A- _ _ _ » ■ tk m 



,ta in our files regarding tho National Council of Churches. 
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\ 1 u ’Mr. BSImoAt 
' 1 1 - Mr. Sullivan 



/ 



Sincerely yours. 






1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Evans 



DWB:sas (10) 






f \ I" 

1 - Mr. DeLoach t f \.o* 



fo&ures' 1 (5) ’the Communism Menace, "Christianity T^jaqy,", Op.t. dOand 24, Nov. 

7, 1960; Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion; tTJhrfstiaMfty Today," 

June 22, 1959; "Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism, Crusader, June, 1961;. 
'Let's Fight Communism Sanely, "Christian Herald, V r Jaii, 19^, v 
NOTE: Jansen was appointed U. S. Attorney in August, 1961, The controversy 
relating to alleged infiltration of the National Council of Churches has been boil- 

y.»s “4JSg.^Kfij? I1 PSj^£2 u 45S®Jf^c5TOiSti®5B <P6&$m! >s . 
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UNITED STATES * -VERNMENT 

Memorandum 

% 

Mr. Belmont A J 

' i V * * 

* £ • ~y 

C. A. Evans / 



P 



datc: September 15, 1964 




SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF CHURCHES 



United States Attorney Vernol R. Jansen of Mobile tele- j 

phoned me this morning and said he had a request which he thought 
should be most properly handled at Bureau Headquarters rather than 
through the SAC at Mobile as it concerned quoted statements of the 
Director. 



Mr. Jansen said that in connection with the current 
political campaign an early statement which the Director made 
supposedly to the Un-American Activities Committee as to communism 
in the National Council of Churches is being quoted widely throughout 
Alabama. 



United States Attorney Jansen said that numerous 
prote6tant ministers had come to him pointing out they were aware 
of a second statement made by the Director about the National 
Council of Churches and asking that Jansen make this available to 
them so they could refute the current charges being made against 
the church. 



Jansen went on to say that he had available on his desk 
a copy of the Director’s latest book and had called appropriate 
pages therein to the attention of the visiting clergy but that didn’t 
seem to satisfy them. 

He indicated his belief that the statement being referred 
to by the ministers was probably made about three years ago. He 
ask if we could give him some guidance as to the Director’s latest 
views on the National Council of Churches and any public source a6 
to where this material might be located by him. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 

RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF CHURCHES 



ACTION : 

It is recommended this matter be reviewed by the Domestic 
Intelligence and Crime Records Divisions so that any appropriate infor- 
mation can be made available to United States Attorney Jansen. This 
can be handled either in writing or telephonically as the circumstances 
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September 21, 1964 
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Dear 
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rr 



been received. 



Your letter ol September 15th, with enclosure, has 
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-» 7 1 1964 

COMM-fPI 



“Hi 

m 

CD c 

While I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictly 5 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes H 4 J 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of g 
any organization, publication or individual. Information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice, b view of this, I am 
sure you will understand why I cannot comment concerning the 
National Council of Churches. In addition, I hope you will not infer 
either that we do or do not have data in our files regarding the sub- 
ject of your inquiry. 

l 

I am returning the postage you so thoughtfully enclosed. 



r*-* 



vs 



x -.a. 



bincerely yours, 

Wfrteir Vtocflrer 



Enclosure 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Sirs, 

I have, become aware 

o 

the National Council of Churches, 
would enlighten me on the subject? 
some reliable information? 




of all the talk and concern about 
Do you have any information that 
or do you know where I could get 
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September 18 , 1064 



I'QdT 



received. 



/ o 



Arr-rr. I<:'V| 



Your letter ot September loth has been 



Although I would li!;e to be of assistance, 
Information contained in the files of the FBI r.iuot be maintained 
as confidential In accordance with regulations cf the Department 
of Justice and is available for olUcial use o ily. I regret 1 am 
unable to bo of aic! but tru3t you will nut Infer either that we do 
or do nrt have data In our flics concerning the subject of your ^ 
faquir} . 

Sincerely yours. 
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r( (‘-HEADING HOOK 







Mr Edgar Hoover , 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover, 




To begin with, I am asst, postmaster a^ 
I am a Elder in the presbyterean Church, age 65 




What I would like for you to. do for me, if you please, 
and have the time is: to let me know if the^Natiopal Council of Churches 
is donating any money to promote communism intRe U. S. ? and also 
incouraging and helping finance Negro demonstrations in America. 



If you will, Mr Hoover, if you do not have the time will 
you have some one of your employees tp give me the above information 
and any other about the National Council of Churches assisting 
communism in any form. 



The reason I want this information is - our presbyterian 
church, with a membership of approx. 325 voted at a congrigational 
meeting a few weeks ago to withhold all our funds from the N. C. of C. 
until a thorough investigation was made. 

I know the N. C. C. do an immense amount of good, 
therefore I do not want to condem them myself until I am certain that 
some members of the N. C.C. are doing such*. 

Please if you will answer this request. 




Respectfully 
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September 17, 1964 





CP o U 

Your letter of September 15th has been reccivpdj * ® 

X 3 

With respect to your inquiry, information containSl a 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in 
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 

In response to your request, I am enclosing a list of 
organizations which have been cited as subversive by the Department 
of Justice of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450 as 
well as some other material which I trust will be of interest. 







% 






“ A,LE019 | Sincerely yours, 

SEP17,9M , r\* s ■ 

Enclosures 0) t / / 

List of Subversive Organizations Executive Order 10450 ’ (y 
\ 4 4-1-61 LEB Introduction * • * - 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement fvJ&'X • •*’ 

~ Let's Fight Communism Sanely .. 

- — Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism •' * * •’ I 

~ NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identtfirtle.ty.fHifIffS. The "New Age" jV‘i 

g ., /-magazine is the official organ of tile Supreme Council, 83°, ancient . 

\ ' knd accepM Scottish rite of freemasonry. Southern Jurisdiction, / " 

ISkfeUnited Stated of America, 1733 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, 

D. C. 20009. The article towhich correspondent refera ta PracticgUy To 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau Investigation 
Deportment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 



Dear .31 r: 



✓ 








1 hove oren hoodwinked for years, mine eyes hove CD o 
been opened. I have just* Finished your article, * 

"Challenge not Compromise" in the September issue of ** 

THK NEW AGE. I have 'rend and tried to understand what o 

was in the article is real and it is happeninr today, ® 
live in our hometown. It is startling to imagine co 
great o crime is bring committed and we os a nation 
irr ?:~lr«p at the helm, our .hip is slowly linking. 

God :..u:»t have help, He needs our prayers to chow Him 
that we hove not left Him out of our lives completely. 

As individuals what else can we do? Shall we purge 
cur Federal government? Can it continue in this manner? 
Shall we purge our state and local offices? Our school 
boards and local people who are possibly unaware that 
they ore supporting such a dreadful thing. Where is 
the stopping place, or should 1 have said, "where is our 
starting place?" We can't urdo in one or two years what 
ha:; b'-*r. builiing up for years the past decade. We 
must always b\* or unf*d # 



u> 
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3 

m 




(•nr church. Th*- FJr$t 



Methodist Church of 

__ i s sunior tirg ti^ ^ttatlo::; : ] Council of C hurches, 
hnvv- read some pretty disgusting things about 



orgnni motion. Con you give roe some 1I0KT on thi 



1 h^ve h**«:rd of the roahy orgynizFXilwW that ore 
common s :*t fronted-, is n listing on these available?* 
vould like to mow of them ir possible. 
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been received. 



Your letter of September 4th, with enclosure, hoc 



With respect to your inquiry. Information contained x 
in the files of the FBI mu3t be maintained as confidential in o 

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is f 

available for official use only. 1 regret that I am unable to be of 1 £ 
assistance in this instance but trust you will understand the rensongD o 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or * 



not have data in our files relating to the Federal Council of Churches. 

In addition, you can make arrangements to speak to 
a representative of this Bureau, if you so desire, by contacting our 
office located at 1700 Johnston Building, Charlotte, North Carolina 
26202. 



interest. 



Enclosed lo some literature which I trust will be of 
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I - Charlotte - Enclosure 
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(See page 2) 
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Enclosures 
"Faith in Freedom” 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanelyl 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
One Nation's Response To Communism 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. American Council 
of Christian Laymen is well known in Bufiles. This organization was 
responsible for the dissemination of the pamphlet entitled "How Red 
Is The Federal Council of Churches." This item contained a quotation 
of the Director which had been taken out of context and used in the 



manner to give the implication that certain individuals affiliated with 
the Federal Council of Churches were subversive. This misuse caused^ 
considerable controversy among various religious groups. t 
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Dear Sir; 



Over 25 years ago I heard this Russian speak at our 
"First Baptist Church” here. He told how the Communist took over 
their country and shipped him to Siberia and how they treated all 
Christians - I made a vow then I'd always fight communism where ever 
I could. After reading "J." Edgar Hoover's book” "Master's of 
Deceit it really opened my eyes. 

This summer a person brought me a book "about 
subversive influence in the Methodist Church and call Rev . Seovl 
a Communist. I was so shocked^jand after watcheg the papers 
telling about church news and the "Federal Council of Church" 
looked bdd too - then some one - gave me this panplet - I am a 
Baptist but what effects their church will effect ours later - So 
I feel the urge to carry these to their ministers and let them 
see for them selves if it is true - I can't think the American 
people or Christian should be kept in the dark if all of this is 
true - Our government isn't being true to us. I would appreciate 
your facts on the panplet. 

They say Harry F. Ward is a Communist that 
started the council years ago. I'd like to cary your letter to 
my friends too. Being a Christian I do hate communism and 
all Americans should. I'd like to fight it all that I could in v 

my little way. 



be stopped. 



like to talk to them - 



If these arn't true - the sourse they came from should 

/oo - Safa 9- /&S7A' 

If some of your men are near my way I' d , - J l j i} - 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We have noticed an increase in the dissemination 
of material highly critical of th^’NaU.on^l 
Qoan cll of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America in our area* Among the many 
criticisms is the allegation that the Council 
is a communist- fl*ont organization, and that there 
has been extensive penetration of Communists in- . 
to the ranks of leadership* 



) 



It is also said that the F.B.I. has made an in- 
vestigation of the Council and that their re- 
port verifies thfeso accusations. Is it true that 
the Bureau has investigated the Council, and if . 
so, is the report of the investigation available? 

Any heir that you can give will be most appreciated. 
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September 15, 1964 
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received. 



Your letter of September 10th has been 



Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 
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Sincerely yours, 
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to 
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With respect to your inquiry, information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with refutations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. Further, this Bureau does not issue clearances or 
nonclearances of any type. Therefore, I trust you will understand 
why this Bureau has not released a report along the lines you have 
suggested and hope you will not use our inability to furnish data as 
the basis for inferring either that we have or have not "cleared" the 
^ National Council of Churches. 
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Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
"Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism" 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Your letter 'of September 11th has been received, o 
and I want to thank you for your complimentary comments regarding ® 
my efforts as Director of the FBI* It is my hope that the future 
endoavors of this Bureau continue to merit your approval. 







With respect to your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type 
and that our files are confidential and available for official use only 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice* 



V.'ith regard to the National Council of Churches, a 
representative of the FBI did talk to the group you mentioned, however, 
they were not given any information from our flies to substantiate their 
conclusion* Tim conclusions drawn by them were strictly their own and 
it should be clearly understood that our inability to furnish information 
to tliis group should not be the basis for Inferring either that we have 

or have not "cleared'' this organization* 
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I am enclosing some literature which I trust will be 
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,4-1-61 LEfe Introduction Let's Fight Communism 8anelyl 

'4-17-62 Internal Security Statement Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 



^ f jfc>TE: Correspondent is not identiflable in Bufiles. BIr. SulUvan has e^dained 
-' the Episcopal Commission was given the Bureau's official position in regard Jo 
jg these iAattfefcs" and drewjheir own conclusions. /. O- 
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Washington, D» c * 

Deer Sir: Diocesan church paper 

in the April, 1965 issue SL^Jmittee appointed by 
"Churchwork" , it w ?? 0 J e |? r the Episcopal Churo 1 * ^a^eald "After 

theyGenerel Conveii o^ churc hes in ^jJSjyities Committee and 

the^Wational C House Un-America - bs ^ an tiation to the 

s3‘->a^ sa - - rr:™.. 

su. 5 K.nss ... mt tM „ 

nfstriHh^Soris 1 ;^ *• teiieve tbat 

are communists in 

are n0t ‘ w reason for -ritin* ^etat..^ H^rt- 

r»f c»e pM^riSch . •r 1 r;ou‘pt..» 
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x cannot to you^thout will co„- 

t?nu* C to*do*to leap this country ot oura ree. J 



Thank you. 
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Your letter of September 9th has been 

received. 



While I would like to be of assistance to you 
concerning the questions you asked regarding the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ, Information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice 
and 16 available for official use only. I hope you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. ^ 

'i 

Sincerely yours, 

D.r-:. • r- < r 



MOTE: 3ufiles contain no Information identifiable Wtb correepondent. 
W AM: dll 








Septenber 9, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 
The Justice Department 
Washington, D. C. 



Investigation 



My dear Mr. Hoover: 



Council of Churches?" y®pathizers in th ^ National 



voum you snare with me such ■ 

have that mi answer this question* n* * 8 you 
regard the National Council^f the^h, D< °V 7 °Y De P artoen t 
the Untied Staten of Crt.. 0f c T*.t in 

or one that is led or influcnrf.1 a COnmninii st organisation 

by persons who are Comnunists or know^r* 01181 **** 1 * 1 * degree 

8tS or known Communist sympathisers? 



Your helpfulness .ill be appreciated. 
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Your letter of September 8 th has been received. 

m 

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this 
instance but tru 3 t you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches* ; 

, *> ^ * 

Enclosed is some material I hope will be-q^ 7 5 ; 

interest. 5 



Sincerely yours, 

r?. fcj&vr 
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4-1-61 LE B Introduction Sri ^ 

4-17-62 Internal Security, Statement 1 1 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith In Freedom 

One Nation's (Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buflles. 
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September 8 , 196U 






Mr# J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D# C# 

My Dear Mr# Hoover: 



I am Cleric of the Session and, of course, a 
Loj^^H^fiJ-st Presbyterian Church here in 
* attended as a representative f 
restjytcrjr tne meeting of the General Assembly i pf th o 
^^^Church in the U. S# which was held in 
in the spring of this year# 



ter of the 




... 1 along with 'other members of our Session have became 
alarmed at the method of operation of the national Council 
of (lurches and the way they operate# *' - • 

As you know, this organization has spearheaded the move- 
ment of the Northern freedom workers who have been giving so 
much trouble in Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama and other Southern 
states# Likewise, all of the literature that I can get ay r •* 
on states that the National Council of Churches is infiltrated 
with communists# •' 



I have been asked by our Session to write you and get any 
information which you might have with reference to the communist 
infiltration in the National Council of Churches and also any 
information you might have with reference to the part the National 
Council of Churches has had freedom workers movement# 

. , * certainly appreciate your giving me any in form ation 

which you might have with reference to the National Council of “ 
Churches. . rr , . , _ 

fT • I It* ; 3C4 

aVistlon i 



Assuring you of our appreciation for this serviced am 



Sincerely yours. 





Sept.~B, 1964 * 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Vashington, D. C. Ok/ 



Dear Hr. Hoover: 



°j/a fry} a / Go " l]C U ° F 

(•^vein's 



. - A^^Rjjiinr^ldcr of the First Presbyterian ChuretT* 

I am taking the liberty of writing 
yoi^o^inforoationregarding the inclosed letter. 

This letter was sent to each concr.unicant member of 
the church. As far as I cm oh] ^^ctcrni.ie, our church 
is the only Presbyterian Church jKKKKKB -o receive 
this letter. 

I would deeply appreciate your advising ne as to 
substantiating the facts, os outlined in the article, 
pertaining to the Hew Moderator of our General Assembly. 

Your answer to this letter will be read to the elders 
at our nc>:t regular Session Meeting. 

Although I am on inactive reserve status, I ara a 
Major in Military Intelligence, so you understand my 
concern. 

Than^you Mr. Hoover for your cooperation in this matter. 



.Very truly yours.. 



i tco-C-iZlh 

■ ’*" / KOT prrionDED 

/" y- 176 SEP 1 6 1954 
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Dart Dau» 



mtj very well mult fa the organised Church finally being secofiisied as • political •rgmiaatioo 
W*u M OT mrntnn t«n 



A "Paw. Ximi* Mnu 0 - C ® » a him — Swap th^^aam Doirt Dau» 

Dr. Eugene Carton Blake's leadership in his denomination and in 

The National Council of Churches of Christ 

« • jon&d o^nkMho o*« »*■» h 

*.«»*»- DR CHARLES S. POLING WITHDRAWS 

from the 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U.S.A. 

February 17, 1964 

Tbe Ret. Claude L. Morton, Stated Clerk, 

l'LftetroSiIf T~t« ttttt m luo* fn«» tb low* •* •*“ of the PmbfMij of Pliotol«, of lie VcSlxi f. tij 



Christian acmes. Bible reading in tne acnoois am m «««‘ — - rf — r 

aaees eoe would expect atheistic groupe to take but never such action from a church bearing the name and tanner as anr ms 

l°oanot looter find fellowship in a church that blindly submits to the r ule of Dr. Eugene 

mate, and leads marches that can ooly inspire hate and provoke violence. Ana t paa wm»u «m " j“ «..._ ^ .JH 

SKSm. the full end unrestricted biasings and opportunities 
STS 2iS Bml .*4 W~*>« NuWtodl of Our dm. od I *■ 

^SsiSSSSfeSSssII 

Mentally QL But sin? No. , , . . # a « _,u __ ArUn 

Ther e ■ a T n Srweachmt inte^e future be that futme ea* 

SSd^WrfTSl^Aing with pride and Joy the Gospel proclaimed by our churoh Fathers throughout the yean afour 

l* 0 ** 8 "^ Earnestly and sincerely. 

* Charles 8. Doling 



The P0lkt family name hi clerical aides is one of the beat known 

a rrjs gxsuii. -“g; 

{S^hdoTodia Srnto dJsaarodate himaeH with what bar become «<*•*** church, whoa very actioos ckarfy iodote 
diet hi prime burnt it World S omfbn either dun pfmduag Co/# mord. 
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* • ■ _ 

J. Edgar Hoover _ .. 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation - 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Siri '- * ••• 

I have Just been challanged to present docuxentedraterial oroving^ 

that the^gaii ^ a<1 ChUXfih&a has ^ een infiltrated 

.the Communists. . ' 

I would appreciate it very much if you could send me documented 
information proving this. Also, and perhaps more 

need information pertaining to tie accuracy of ^ « «ocu^Utl«s ? ^ • 
It has been pointed out to me that vnen the 
is us-nd as a reference, in a great many cases only 

used specifically to prove the point of the author. Information ^. ^ 
relating to this statement would also be appreciated. -: 

T would also like to recuest information on what was dona to 
thirty (30) men accused *of being communists who helped product 
the Sevised Standard Version of the *ible. 

Finally. If this is at all possible, I would like very much to 
have your own personal feelings on these subjects. _ : 

Thank you very much. 













September 14, 



1964 



l 





* 




V/ith ro3pcct to your Inquiry, inf or nation contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avai l a b le 
for official use only. 1 regret I a.n unable to be of assistance in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

Enclosed is some material I hope will oe of interest. 

! 

Sincerely yours. 



I 
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Enclosures (5) 

LEB Introduction, 4-61 
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely 1 
Faith In Freedom, 12-4-03 
One Nation's Response to Communism 

;H!. |r’, > 

NOTE: There is no record of 
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Your letter of September 8 th has been received. 





Vtith respect to your Inquiry, information contained in 
tlie files of the FBI muct be maintained as confidential In accordance } 

vith regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official f 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust ? 

you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped « 

you will not Infef either that we do or do not have data in our files 
concerning theTKational Council of Churches. You may be assured 
I have not released the stalemcnVyou havelndlcated. 



With regard to the article you mentioned. In line with our p . 
long-standing policy, we cannot comment on articles which we have not 
prepared. We were not consulted on the content of thi3 article and did & { • 

not assist in Its preparation. The quotations attributed to FBI officials Ul— 

were taken from remarks previously made by them on other occasions. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of Interest. 



i Sincerely yours, 




-_«»» 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

- - — 1— I^'s Tight Conjmunism Sanely I 

■"“. r Faith 'in Gocl---6Ur Answer To Communism 





. .Iffc'tf 




The honorable J. Idgar He ever 
Eircctf r 

Federal Bureau cf Investig? ticn 
Washington, E.C. 

Icar Mr . Hoover: 



Mr. T 

Mr. »t . 

Mr. '!/•/; 

Mr. <V ~ r 

Mr. 

>!t. Cm-s-S. 1 

Mr. r-rtA'.-* 

Mr. . . 

Kr. GfrJ 

Mr. tip* 

Kr. «£»*r*a. 

Kr. T#H 

Mr. Trtfttrr___ 
Trie. r.~jm . 
T4;«r gailew 

Kin Gandy _ 
.r r ■ imii a . a« 



This past Sunday as a teacher cf an adult 
Sunday Schcci class in the Jirst tr*sVyler- 
ian Church here I brought w the HaUcnal 
Council cf Churches. There has been r.’uch 
criticisn ef the KCC in cur lccal church, 
although it has oany defenders. Several cf 
the me:: hers agreed it vis o "tcuchy" subject. 

lr, regard tc the- cf tc n-ref eated b3 3 egetien 
that the Council is ccrrir.unist-infil trated , 

I I quoted ren3r*s by .'illiait C. Sul? i van 
which aj reared in an article by Louis Cas- 
sc Is to the effect that "...the Ccn.nunist 
harty has r.ct achieved any substantial suc- 
!c. ss in exerting den ir.ation, centred or in- 
fluence ever America's clergymen cr rtliei- 
cus institutions cn a national scale." 

Cne of the class :i enters (a fern.er Cor render 
of the lccal American legion pet) was sure 
j you had said the NCC \-as infiltrated by con- 
lnunists. If you can refer rr tc any publish- 
ed statements you have made on this matter I 
would surely appreciate it. 
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September 10, 1064 
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While I would like to be of assistance, Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only* 1 hope you will not Infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some material which I trust you will 
find of interest. 

# 

-# 

Sincerely yours. 



MAh ro 6 



Sir i U \%A 



COMM- 1 Bl 



J. Ld gar M '»•*>/' - r 
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Shall It Be Law or Tyranny? 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
••Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
The Deadly Contest • 
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NOTE: Bufiles have no records identifiable with correspondent. 
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September 4, 1964 

l. 

r 

k 

u 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am writing to request information which I hope very much you will 
be able to supply. 

Several publications of phamphlet and paper back books are circulating 
many churches of America in which you are quoted on communism. I am 
quite sure the quotations are unquestionably accurate. 

I am not certain about some of the inferences which follow these 
quotations. Generally your quotation is used to support the premise that 
the" National Council of Churches is communist dominated or has commun- 
ist infiltration. 



I respectfully a6k: (1) If you can say whether or not the National 
Council of Churches is communist dominated. (2) Do you consider the 
National Council of Churches the greatest aide to communism in America 
as charged in these publications. (3) Are any of the leaders, clergy, or 
laymen, of the National Council of Churches considered by you as suspect 
of having communist leanings. 



I shall deeply appreciate any reply you can make specifically or gener- 
ally to my questions. ^0#^ /. v t. . A 









; - September 8, 1064 




Your letter of September 1st has been received, and 
I aim glad to know of your Interest In my book, "Masters of Deceit.’* 



In response to your request. Information contained In 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for 
official use only. 1 regret I am unable to be of assistance In this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for * 
thi s policy. It is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or do . 

not have data In our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



While this Dureau does not maintain literature regarding 
that organization for distribution, I am enclosing some material on 
t frg general topic of communism which I trust will be of Interest. ^ 






’4^5 



| mailed 6 

3lP 8-13o4 



COMMFBI 



Sincerely yours, 

th 
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Faith In God — Our Answer to Communism 
'4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
Let* s Fight Communism Sanely 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

Faith In Freedom 
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Septenber 1, 1964 Qi 



J. £<1gar Hoover 

director. Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear 

It isjfm^rative that I have all the information and 
liteAtur^that you can send or refer me to concerning 
The^N^tiona^O^^hurcl^s, in regards to their affiliation 
if any tovard comnunisa* . i-v 



Recently I have read your hook.! .asters Of Deceit and 
also the book None Dare CalLj/t Treason, by John Sto 

* T ’ W fBmCr-23 /tn, - £> 086 , f — / 

I feel that l'feust have mork literature for planned . 
sessions that are to cone with our Methodist aiaistvrtT" 



Respectfully yours 
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September 8, 1984 . 




to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my admin- 
istration of the FBI. ft is hoped our future endeavors will 
continue to merit your support and approval. 



While I would like to be of service to you, this 
Bureau does not have a copy of the pamphlet you mentioned available 
for distribution. Further, I do not know of any source to which 
I might direct you in order to obtain a copy. 

With respect to your inquiry, the FBI does not issue 
clearances or nonclearances of any type. Therefore, I trust you 
will understand why this Bureau has not issued either of the statements 
you mentioned and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will bo of 

Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

9. Id I*. *•» 
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Enclosures: 2** 

’’Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism” l^V. 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanely I i— — 

4-1-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security statement 



NOTE: We wrote tcflHH[^Von 3-4-63 at which time he was 
not identifiable in Bumes^The pamphlet mentioned has been 
brought to the Bureau’s attention in the past. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




I have the deepest admiration for you and your organization 
and what you have done and are doing for our beloved country. 

At the moment. I am trying to clear my own conscience, 
since I. a long time (33 years) warden and vestryman of our parish, 
have been called "unchristian", by one of our Episcopal bishops for 
implicating the National Council of Churches in fostering premarital 
sexual relationships through the publication and distribution of a 
brochure "Called to Responsible Freedom: Meaning of Sex in the 
Christian Life". This was published, so I have been told in 1961 by 
the National Council of Churches for the United Christian Youth 
Movement. 

I wrote to the Office of Publication and Distribution, The 
National Council of Churches. 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27. 
New York for one of these pamphlets and had my letter returned with 
the word "discontinued" in red ink. This seems proof enough that 
such a pamphlet was published and distributed by the National Council 

of Churches. 




Could you possibly furnish me with a certified copy of this 
pamphlet, or tell me where I may obtain one? 

REC-34 

And may I ask one question? I have read statements, in print 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has cleared the National Council 
of Churches of communisim among its personnel, and I have seen in 
print tjiat the Federal Bureau of Investigation has not so cleared the_ 
Natio nal Council of Churches. Which is correct? 

* U •' ifjSf 

Sincerely and faithfully yours 





JWJ.Jr./as 






With respect to your Inquiries, Information contained »-H * 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In S 

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is ? 

available for official use only. Therefore, I trust you will under* 
stand why I am not in a position to comment along the lines you 
suggested. 



W ith regard to the National Council of Churches, a 
representative of the FBI did talk to the group mentioned In the 
report you named; however, they were not given any Information 
from our flies to substantiate their conclusion. Any conclusions 
drawn by them were strictly their own, and It should be clearly 
understood that our Inability to furnish information to this group 
should not be the basis for Inferring either that we have or have 
not "cleared” this organization. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of Interest 



to you. 
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See page 2. 








Enclosures (4) 

4/1/61 LLB Introduction 
4/17/02 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Cufiles. Assistant Director 
Sullivan did meet with thi3 Episcopal Committee in January, 1864. 
However, Sullivan did not give them information other theJVthe Bureau's 
official position in regard to these matters.- Sullivan has noted that 
the committee drew their own conclusions and was placing the Bureau 
in an embarrassing position by these conclusions. Prior Inquiries on 
jhig topic liave been answered along the same^inec. 



August 27, 1964 



f .. JS" 



Hr* J« Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, 0 # C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



- ’ * 1 'V*>* 2 

v *- ' * * - 

- V- 

*??rv*jrj - 



As e Presbyterian einiater X feel eoee kinship with you for Z under* ■ 
etend you ere an Elder in the Preabyterlen Church* X hesitate writing <bnp yv. 
eo Important, but eoee response free you or your office would be greatly * • 
appreciated* ^ \ 

My concern is for reports concerning th e Motion al Council of Church—, 
which seen to be conflicting end both of which fOFer to the F* B, X* or the 
Mouse Committee on Un-American Activities for support* \ 



On the one hand, newspapers, pamphlets, etc* refer to the Motional 
Council es definitely e Communist conspiracy, or at least overrun with 
■uniat sympathizers* An Illustration of this ie a printed pamphlet prepared 
by o Committee of the Session of the Pitts Presbyterian Church of Barter, 8* C* 
charged to investigate certain official records concerning the National Council* 
Bines the ehaizmen of this study coamittes* Harold R* Bauer, happens to bo the 
highest ranking officer in the South Caroline National Buard (Major Beneral) ■? 

1 assume he is well informed* The pamphlet claims to quoto from a hearing Be- - 
fore the Committee on Uh-Aaerlcen Activities on February 25* 1960 in idiien B * 

Mr* Arena, Staff Oirsctor for the Committee said of o then incomplete check,?* 

■thus far of the leadership of the National Coimcll of Churches of Christ in 

America, we have found over 100 persons In leadership capacity with cither C 
Communist front records or records of service to Coamunlet causes*. This ; " / C. 
quote goes on to none Welter Russell Bowie* Henry 0* Cadbury. B eo r g e behlj 
toy Waterman, and Flaming Jones as those with numerous affiliations with 
■unist fronts and causes* X know of most of those aw as professors in 
logical Seminaries* 

■ |V <*_ . 



ital Report Z, Report pn 
if America. 



If 



On the other aide, Z have before no *8uppl _ _ 

National Council of the Churches of Christie 
the JOINT COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS OF THE 6ENERAL CONVENTION OF THE 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (release Netf i >,?.‘ 
January JO, 1960. On page 14 of this. report. the study co— lttaa says ^ 

%e hove triad honestly to investigate their accusations to the off ooVjWio.t . %. 
the National Council of Churches la a C om mu nist conspiracy or that UtoAni 
Communist eympathizers and allies. In their examination, 
bora of pur Study Committee met with personnel of the Hou__ .. , . . — 

American Activities and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but mere aft 
to discover any fact or record that would euppor* — 
that they are false*, / 07 ) ~ 

^ ^ > & 

am 









Can you please answer these questions for me, 

» *. *• w f r J J he five men (Bowie, Cadbury, Oahl, Waterman, and Jonas) 

with Communist front records or records of service to Cosmunlat causes* 
•embers of these fronts while the organizations were Communist fronts* or 
wars these men victims of circumstances where organizations to which they 
belonged later became fronts? f 




2. Does the F. B. X. feel that there is at this time or ever 'has 
been any reason to suspect any of these sen are CoMunlats?. 

3* In as much as the Episcopal Church's Study Committee (quoted in 
paragraph k of this letter) wet with personnel of the F. B* I, endfound 
no facts to support charges of Communism in the National Council, does this 
•ean the F. 8, I. has no evidence against the National Council or does it 
■ean the F, B, Z, does not divulge such evidence even it it has this evidence? 



Thank you very much for your help in this natter of immediate concern 
in our church. 





i 

y 
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September 8, 1964 



r* i 
«K.j 






Dear 



fl^V^^^Your letter of Avgust 31st has been received, and 
I am glad to know of your interest in my bocks. 

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I cannot be of assistance in this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infqf’either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

I am enclosing some literature on the general topic of 
communism which 1 hope will be of interest. You 'may wish to know 
that there is no charge for the publications which this Bureau 
distributes. - 



Mailed 6 

_CO-.IM.FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

•j. i*&< ”«* Kr 
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4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
Faith hi God— Our Answer To Communism 
'Faith In Freedom" 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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August JI, 1964 






F- . J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington. D. C. • 

D ar Mr.' Hoover: 

I am very disturbed about the communist influence on 
organizations vhich affect the outlook, attitude, and future 
thoughts of our young people. In particular. I an deeply 
concerned about the possible edversc influence the National 
Council of Churches nay be having on youth groups of the churches 
through literature and youth vorkers directed to the individual 
churches through the denominational groups, such as the United 
Lutheran Church of America. 

I have delved into every possible avenue for information 
and have collected quite a bit of pertinent information, but 
little of it is documented, such as your bock MASTERS 01 DECEIT is. 
I have read your new book, A STUDY OF CQMKUI.’ISK, but it vc: General 
.’Sark Clark’s copy, end I have been unable to locate one to purchase 
for myself . 

< 

If there is any literature available on vhat the Council of ^ 
Churches really stands for, or what its influence is, Jurt eny 
enlightening information at all, I would so much appreciate 
receiving whatever you are free to pass out. If there is eny 
charge for such material, please either send it C.O.D. , or notify 
Ti.t. O- the charge, and I will send a money order for sane by return 
tail. 



I greatly appreciate your taking the tine from your buoy 
schedule and most important duties to read and answer* my appeal. 

KcO <2/ r. i • * ■ v 

Sincerely, • * ... 
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September 4, 1964 




With respect to your inquiry, information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
, with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
of ficial use only. I regret I am unable to be of assistance in this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
thin policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to National Council of Churches 
of Christ. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 

Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

j. Edgar Hoover 
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4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Let* s -Tight Communism Sanely . 

Faith ’in God— Our Answer to Communism : 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In 
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Hr. J. tSdrjnr Hoover 

Director, Sb-tem* 1 flnrew o** Investi ration 
•’c chirr*’ on, D. C. 

Do nr S5r: 

I hr vc heorwjoooint^i t« r. err- it toe •** the R.r~t 
\otho’ , .5.st Church i’^orti r^te trerfiati «na3 

Council oC Chu"choso^Tnr?st7 1 n- undo- the opinion 
tint nanv oc*v5v3t’ i e? tart* eve s-ors". r*d b~ thin orfjenize- 
tion n v ' r * not r or th*» tv»st int^ruit of de’-'cmc" , but. to 
the co--.trr.- 7 , rre s ,r *v*?»thet5 c t.o tlie CoT^mjst c reuse • 

Preeclo ’ is Arrer5.cn'? rest voinod rossr*T 5 .oo, mid 

th this froed'V* roes t' r •> os-ons5hil j t— f ®r"' 

i o ic'r h~> -one to -nd d-fnl 5t. Therefore, 7 -.roiuld 
•’••"recrote r>rr r n-'-intmeo t.- 't. v*ni si'dit lend no b~ rre- 
vid5.nr * ate ■'’ids V rt rsur offiOo hr 5 on the nct5.v5.tic* 
of thin o^rnn? ant- on • * 




y.S. T f -o’.’ coy-7 *' -v»5.1 t’nfs at vo’-r earliest e-weni'-ree, 
it -wl l W> orrt r*r— rocJ nted. 
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8-31-64 



K 



*• 



To: SAC, Ncv/ \ork 
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From: Eiroctor. 

s^ggtesKssar 

. ... « • ‘JTXSS JJMSiiSEEt. 

io : io by .evercnd iilahoalariH^ ^^^ 1 ® °5f? on h. Edwin Eepy, 

thii lee i ib-ue* ef captioned publication. 

Yoa should nctowie^f reeolpt 

is 1, iior with Internal • m vlew ^ my loag-standniG pcUcy to 

Juuniftlcr. H etnaldbecvlatoe^^* 1 ^ 0 ;^* "? rea , y/ the !i.Ior 
-m.i&jc no comment concerning 171 a*® 1 ?? , renuost in this regard- Jinfay shoal! 

S “* -vi'l nA *>- f®^“rhL«to fo te^tbeVoi obtain a aMcrftim 

decline! tactfully. 

* I 
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Oocumentatiou I n. original souices. si ^^r,d translator* jnder the direction of 
Pa..! b. Anderson, f ditor, Blahoslav S Ibuby. Associate Editor. Published bi-weekly. 



DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW VORK, N.V. 10027 



The purpose of this service is to make available authentic information on the attitudes 
ard practices of Communist parties with respect to the life, work and vital concerns 
of Christians and peoples of other religions in Communist dominated countries. 






August 21, 196b 



V, 



She Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dror Ah*. Hoover: 



. . 1 ¥ * Eh t0 cal1 to Four attention our publication, "Religion In Communist 
pr.ir.atad Areas," which is now in its Volun.o HI. We feTTveiy strongly that it 
lc a valuable ana helpful tool for all people who are concerned with the problem 
of Communism in general and with the probler. of Communism and religion in parti- 
cular. A copy of Dr. R. H. Edwin E8py»a letter, General Secretary of the Rational 
Council of Churches, which I enclose for your information, explains in more detail 
the origin, purpose and scope of this bulletin. 

We arc receiving many encouraging letters from individuals and ecclesiastical, 
aenilar and governmental institutions and agencies in the United States as well as 
abroad who want to be put on our mailing list. ' 

At the present time we are trying to make Religion in Communist Domin ated 
. y*?? available to a larger readership in this country as well ae abroad an d! 

. particularly, in Africa (I wish wo could affoid a French edition), Asia and South 
***rle* (I wish we could afford a Spanish edition) where Communist propaganda 
» la extremely strong. Unfortunately, our budget la limited and we are unable to 
do as moch as we should like to do. 

I wonder whether your agency could order fbr your central as well as regional 
ana local offices Religio n In C ommunist Dominated Areas for a service fee of 
#10.00 a year per order. ~ 

Biclosed for your information please find all issues of ?ol. m. It would 
helpfhl to os if you as • an expert on Communism could give tie your ap p ra isal - 
of our publication. Any criticism or suggestions regarding our publication, 
wider circulation, etc. will be greatly appreciated. * I, 

oc' . y/ . '"/Jn ,¥ -r 

. Thank you vciy nuch for your cooperation. ” 

e . , * ; ' r " -1 I0R* 

, ' Sincerely, 

^ EX'lno 

+-X. |l»v.) Blahoslav Brut/ . . / jjv ^ 

*\ • .* a * ^ iW ” ~ 
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Augur* 31, 105! ~ 
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Although I voulJ Iti-x Jo foe of service. Information 
c«v»tcin:.l in the filer of the r<?I must be matnlalue J aj confidential 
In ac'jorJnro with rc^uhtions of the i/cparleiont ol tui’tlw 1 regret 
that I am unable ta be of aealstanc*: and bop* you will not inf »v either 
tliat we do or <lo not have data in our fll^s relating to lb'. National 
Council of The Churches of Christ. 



Sincerely yours, 






ji 






NOTE: Cufiles contain no reference anc the 

National Council of Churches of Christ ibf uM in Us membership the 
leading Protestant churches In the country. Various crUir of the Council, 
without access to factual data to suiport tholr assertions, have claimed this 
group Is communist controlled or Influenced. The FBI, of course, has n 
Investigated the NCCC. (100-5086£). V\t 
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.Vwrust l?-*'. 



;i,e Honorable J. 1/3 -ar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of invests otion 
DejGrtiiiont of Justice 
.as’.-:‘rr ton, D. C. 

je?r I’r. Hoovers 

juo tc t'ne ;jroat cc:»l.» . r ;rsy and discussion in 
our arc* ra^anlin^ the M^tion-vl Council of The 
Churches of Christ in The 1 would app- 

elate very trv’oh a stoterant fror. you statin'* in 
veur oyinion whether thcr • arc cither eciraun.>.sts 
or coj.i.umi stic iiifluences in this rroup. 

T". crlrii*" you very such, I au 
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August 23, 19u4 





/our letter of August 24th has been received. 

V ith regard to your inquiry concerning the rational 
Council of Churches of Christ, I would like to point out that 
information contained in our filc3 mu3t be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer either that we 
do or Co not have data in our files relating to this organization. 

Sincerely yours, 

# 

i Fd"v H 



KQTE: The Rational Council of Churches of Christ (IiCCC$3i&lude& in 
its membership the leading Frotestnn£ Churches in the countpfF. tftirious 



regardin 
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Mr. J. Ed far Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Deer Sir: 

In recent yecrs there has been a lot of controversy concerning 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in America. Many 
accusations have been made that the Council has either communistic 
leaders or men who tend to be communistic in their thinking. X£ 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation has ever made an investigation 
of this organization and if there is a report available I would 
appreciate it very nuch if you could furnish me with such report 
or* any word that you may "give me about this matter* 
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l’*t*v <•: Aiv.'.v’ v \s I*;*i 

^ lt!i t v h ! v. '. nl: 1 U* L»? or tor'ic.*, i riftin' 

•/» . i.I fihr, mul h? r ninirfnad as in *»cci;Hinc*s 

; 3 t;f the ’ apertrjrr.i of Jut*Jc3 r.wJ ir u.va'!n T ;l» for ?ITf? 

»i; » only. I haps you will nc*t infer cither lint \7t u'j e- «’o ret lr*i 
* i * ’ f * l rc;p.r<Hn il n Council of *.hu r c!i9r. 

f irv.r h yo r»rt t 

r. r.'.’t-: i‘.r 
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T 1th respect to your inquiries, information contained t-H * w 

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in g re 

rxcordance Tilth regulations of the Department of Justice and is « m 



available for official use only. Further, it is contrary to my 
policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or 
by me. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance bat 
trust you Trill understand the necessary reasons. It is hoped 
you Till not infer either tint we do or do net have data in our 
files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
Interest. •' 



Sincerely yours. 



* •• 
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4-1 >61 LL'B Introduction 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 
Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 
4-17-C2 Internal Security Statement 
' kith in Freedom 
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I TOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. For the purpose of this 
reply the individuals Bhe mentioned in connection with the National Council 
of Churches were not checked through Bureau files. 
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Hr. J. Edge r Hoover - 

F. B. I. 

tfa-.hi *>gfco\, 9. C. 

Drsr .31 r; 

A study is by 3 ng made in our Church of the Na tional C ouneil of 
Snurches. We ar* considering withdrawing all funds' and* support fron 
t hi s organisation. It hns been brought to our attention that many o£ 
the leaders of the HCC have either Communist front records or records 
of service to Communist affiliations* /alter Russall Bowie, Henry J* 
Cadbury, George Dahl, Leroy Waterman, Fleming Jones, I would aoprisi its 
any information you havs on any of those Ren or on the Rational* Council 
°f Churches of Christ in America. 

Arc you f ana liar vi tli thcboc-i: Konc Dare Call 1 1 Treason by John 
A. Storuor, published by Liberty 3ull * frees,* Florissant, ".Clssduri? 

If so , can you tell no if there is any basis for his accusations 
against people such as Dean RusK, Howard K, Snith and Franklin I*. 
Roosevelt? 

In this age it seems very ha: d to know the truth, Flense holp • 
me In any way thityou can. 



i 






August 28, 1964 



V *n 




thank you for your kind sentiments and generous remarks 
concerning my administration of the FIJI, It is hoped n»y future 
endeavors will continue to merit such approbation. 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FL1 must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
ir.star.ee but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either tint we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

In response to your request, lam enclosing two 
copies of the articles you mentioned, along with ether literature 
which 1 trust v/ill be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 




# Enclosures (u) ‘ 

The Communist Menace! Red Coals and Christian Ideals (2) 
."Faith in Cod- -Cur Answer to Communism” 

* Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
LEB Introduction, 4-1-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is net identifiable in Bullies. 
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lour loiter -A -uv; art IVtli Jvn> fcuen roreive.l. 



While I would Il'lo to bo of aaslotcr.ee, information 
contained in the files of the FCI mujfc be maintained as confidential 
ir. accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is 
available for official use only. I hope you will not infer either that 
v. c do or Jo not have data In oar files relating to the rational Council 
of the Churches of Christ. 




For your information, the Internal security /.cl of 
. * 50 required all members of the Communist Party to register with 
I.*-.- Attorney General; hr.. ever, to date none have registered. In 
hearings before the Subversive Activities Control Board, the Attorney 
General asked that orders be issued requiring thirty-seven individual 
members of the Communist Tarty to register in accordance with the 
provisions of the above i ct. Orders have been issued, and were 
upheld by the District of Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals on April 23, 
jWvi, requiring Uilrty-onc of these persons to register. The remaining 
six matters are still under* consideration. The Communist Party on 
July 13, 2104, petitioned the United Rates i? '.pren»e Court lor a writ of 
certiorari. > 






Sincerely youre, 

1. ■' r l. v - '.-r 
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of tie Council, without‘access to factum daU to sumjort thew* s 
have alleged Uiis group is communist controlled or influenced. 
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port their assertions, 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D« C. 

Gentlemen: 

As a Special Fact-finding Comdttee, we are requesting infonaatim 
regarding the National Council of the Churcheo of Chr ist in the Ihlted States 
of America. ''' 1—1 

Dus to the publicity that this organization has had recently, could 
you tell us if this organization or any of its paid officials have any 
eononnist affiliations, end are any of its former officials oonmunlst* 

We assts&o that all ambers of the oconunist party are registered and 
such Information is a natter of iwiblic information# 

I 

If we are in order by making such a request, we would appreciate a 
reply. 



Sours very truly. 




o 




Your letter of Auguct 10th has been received. 



With respect to your inquiry, Dan Smoot was employed 
by the Fe ieral Bureau of Investigation as a. Special Agent from 
Hftrch, 1942, to June, 1U31, when he voluntarily resigned. Bis 
personal ventures and hie opinions anJ comments are strictly hie own 
ami tliis Bureau is not in a position to comment on these in any way 
whatsoever. 



With regard to the National Council of Churches, 
information contained in the iilcs of the FBI must be maintained as 
cortiucntird in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice 
ana is available for oificiai use only. I regret 1 am unable to be oi help 
in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that wc do or do not have 
data relating to this organization. * i ff 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 9 

rr. 

CD £ ^ 

8 



sincerely yours, 

p r t.V:w How* 
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Dear Sir: 

/ 

Recently an article denouncing the 'National Council 
of Churches as being infiltrated with communists, came into our 
hands in a publication called ’’The Dan Smoot Report.” The 
publication also gave a few notes on the life of Dan Smoot, stating 
that he worked with the F. B. I. for a number of years. Thus his 
articles seem to be authentic. However, to rural communities 
who do not feel the influence of communism, the article is hard 
to believe. 



Our discussion group would appreciate an answer 
to the question, ” Is this article true?” We would like to receive 
an answer and explanation as soon as possible. 



Sincerely, 



//-*•** Mu, ; 

fb'CC'H&y sa'i'/icAL sdrsrtcTtc* 7^ J&; 

C*****-ec£ c-£ ~*€Id de**lp <***&£ 

1 
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August 20, 19G£ 




Your letter of August 17th has been received. 



With respect to yoiu inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the 1BI n est be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
l.j available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help In this instance but trust you .vlll understand the necessary 
reasons for U 1 I 3 policy. It is hop'd you will not lufer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be 

of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

*** ** Wnnvr* 



/ .cn 
\/ 




Inclor ercc (!) 

’Talth in God — Our Answer To Communism" 
4/1/G1 LEB Intro 
. 4/17/62 Internal Security 
Let's light Communism Sanely I 



NOTE: There is no data in Bullies to preclude this letter. 






The Hon.J.;d*ur Hoover, Jirector, 

.’-•deral bureau of Investigation, 

•cshington, j,L. 

-ear dir; . 

Jo you have any literature on the subversive 
activities of Tbs' national Council of Churches of 
Christ in tne 'J. J. A. ? I a«*i particularly anxious to 
<ret so.ee facts on the Council's present activities 
in . isaissi ?oi. , 

..uy information you will be sole to furnish 
will be a-jereci-it^d. 





«&5; 



August 21, 1064 





\ our letter of Aujurt 17tn bac been received. 



\.ith respect to your inquiry, inter nation contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and i3 
available for official use only. Further, it is contrary to my 
policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or 
by me. I regret I am unable to be of help in this Instance but 
tru ^t you will understand the necessary reasons. It 13 hoped you 
will not infer cither th?t v.e do or c'o not h.ivc data ir our fiifcs 
concerning tbe matters you mentioned. 



-i* 

Enclosed is some material I trust will be ol *T 



interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
%'Tipr Voof7er 
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4-1-61 LEB Introduction r* ; * '/ 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement ' 

.* "Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism" 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

I NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "Bow Red is the National 
Council of Churches ?" is disseminated by. the American Council of Christian £ 
■Laymen. A quotation of the Director has been frequently brought to our attention. 
-The statement, used out of context , implied that certain individuals of the 
^National Council of Churches are subversive. • 
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Aug. 17, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Dept, of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 



I have in my possession materials which state that 
some present and past officers of ttie National (Federal) Council of 
Churches helped Communist organizations and lists a number of 
some of the Red groups they have aided. The American Council of 
Christian Laymen have advised me of this and urge that "Christian 
Americans must act vigorously and promptly— or their churches 
will become no more than wings of the Communist-Socialist move- 
ment. " 



Before taking any steps to "act" I would appreciate a 
verification as to the validity of these assertions. I do not necessarily 
doubt the material but feel that a verification would provide a solid 
working foundation. 



Would appreciate your assistance on this subject as I would 
like to fake a stand as a Christian patriot. 

Very sine ef&$ 




/ 



l? :• J t.:~4 



(Federtl) *•' * 

P.S. The leaflet to which I refer is " How Red is t he National Council 
of Churches?" published by American Council of Christian Laymen. 






-/.* V. V*^* -V* , rV 
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Your letter of August 17th, .vilh eucicwurc, 
i:is k’cen receive J, and I v\>uit to think you tor your c>q)rccslon 

of CORfit-'MlC©. 



V. ith respect to your inquiries, laforr.'atloa 
contains J In the files of the ID! n u.-?t oe .nalntalned at coafiilcn* 
i*.il In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice 
.tn i Is available for official use only, Further, It to contrary 
fn my pci Icy to co.timenl on material not prepared by this 
; ; .ireati or by oio. I regret I am unable to be of help in this* 
tiutence but trust you will understand the necessary reasons. 

It i*» hoped you .7111 not Infer either that we do or do not have 
tlala iu our files relating to the National 'Council of Churches 
or the individual you mentioned. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be 

of internet. 



Sincerely your: , 
Ft* *r Mow' r 
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17-1964. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

F.B.I. Dept. 

Dear Mr. Hoover- 

I know you are a very busy man and so I have 
hesitated to ask your opinon in this matter, but I believe you 
are the only one who can answer this in a satisfactory maner. 

I am a Member of a Protestant Churc.i i;, ti>e 
City of This Church belongs to the N it. Ctj**c«» 

cf do most of the other Churches In the City, iiuc 

* ...v /w iA'iends from some of the smaller Churches who do not 
belong to the Nat. Council, who say when I contribute to My 
Church that I am helping the Communist cause. That the Nat. 

Council of Churches are badly infiltrated by the Communist. 

I have talked with Ministers and layman who should know, but 
have not had a satisfactory ans. So that is why I am appealing 
to you for the answer. 

Are the Churches and the Council with out realizing 
It helping the Communist? and can a person rely on the writings 
of Dr. Charles Poling D. D. ? ^ 

May I have a personal reply? As I know you are the only 
person who really knows where Communism exists. 



Very Sincerely. 
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August 17, 19^4 
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Your letter of August 12th ha 3 been rcce.vcd. ^ 

.. * f" liae wIth our longstanding policy, v-c cannot 

iiifcrr.aUcn 

eenfacnltaj in accordance with regulations of the rcjx’s-tment or 43 
Ju-ticc an«. is available for official use only. Further this Bur^-m 
*** net issue clearances or nonclearances of Sytv^ Therefore 

“Z?>r vU lul 'V er3taml why I am not In a poXn to furS™' 
thu stat — ent you have requested. In adi'iMnn it t« a, n _ _ « ... 

not use the inability of this Bureau to furnl 3 h data as the ba 5Sj fo r 

tn errm.. o.ther that no lave or lave net ' ckare J “hL o!^ amni on. 



"nclosej U son.e literature i hope will l a of Inters *. 



MAIL? 5 4 



AUG i 1 11)64 

C0MM. r m 

Enclo sures ( 1 ) 



jinc.’rely your 3 , 
1 tdrir Hoover 
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Faith la God— Our Answer to Communism 
Lot's Fight Communism Sanely 
4-17-62 Internal - Security Statement 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

MOTE: CmmIs* writings on this subject are well known to the Ban 
prompted a flood of Inquiries concerning our position at the time, 
answer -set forth in paragraph 2 was suggested and approved In M. 
to Mr. DsLoach Memorandum dated 4-16-62. 
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August 12, 1964 




Mrj/CsllaHaa 

Mr C««**d j-r- 
llr. tv.i/*<b£l- 
Mr. Evatt-J — 

Mr. Calc 

Mr. Rices 
Mr. 6ctl'r 
Mr. Tacd 
Mr. Trttt? 

Tele. Room. 

M'M II«4n»**s. — 
Mis* Gandy 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have in hand an article written by Mr. Louis Cassels, of United 
Press International, dated April 29, 1961, which appeared in a number 
of newspapers throughout the United States. Tbe thesis of Mr. Casselff 
article concerns Communist infiltration in sundry churches and organisations 
in the United States. The article states that the Communist party "has not 
achieved any substantial success in exerting domination, control or influence 
over America's clergymen or religious institutions on a national scaled. 

This statement was attributed to Mr. William C. Sullivan, at that time 
and perhaps still, Chief Inspector of the FBI. 

The charge of Communist infiltration particularly in the Nati onal 
Council of Churches of Christ, has again been raised both by the news- 
"papers' and in the minds of a number of people in this community. The 
climate in Lynchburg i6 tense with regard to this matter, especially 
since the National Council of Churches became the sponsor of the 
Mississippi delta project this summer with its attendant school in 
Oxford, Ohio. Would it be possible for you or someone in your office 
to furnish me an authoritative, current statement concerning whether 
there has been Communist penetration into the NCC organisation or any 
other church-dominated organization; and if so, the extent of such 
penetration. With your permission, I would like to disseminate that 
statement to those people who have expressed concern and alarm over 
communism in American churches. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain 

Very truly yours. 
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Your letter of August 12th has been received and 
1 am glad to learn that this Bureau has been of help to you. 

With respect to your inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and ts available for official use only. I regret I am 
enable to be of assistance but trust you will understand the 
necessary reasons for thiJ policy, ft is hoped you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
concerning the National Council of Churches or individuals 
connected with it. 






Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



interest. 



MAILED 4 

AUG 171964 

ftOMM-FBI 






Sincerely yours, 
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August 12, 1964 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investagation 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoovers 



I a.*n quite sure you grow tired of inquiries such as 
the one I am making, for surely with the unrest in 
our country today, these questions are asked many 
times. It would be of great benefit to me, however, 
to have your answer to this question to assist a 
few of my people in understanding the total program 
the church. You have been very helpful to rae 
ass * s ting me with speakers from the 
FBI in groups discussing the Communist problem. 

It appears that a great deal of ouestion has arisen 
in our area concerning the National Council of 
Churches and its so-called Communist "leanings. Would 
you please send me information concerning clergymen 
or other personnel in the NCC organization who have 
been found to be Communists, or Comraiinist sympathizers? 

This information in my files will be of great help 
In dealing with the problem in my community* 

With kindest persona^regards, I am. 

Very sincerely m. REC-6 ■ ■ 
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August 14, 1964 t l J : 
I- 




I received your letter of August ICth and want to tnant^yoicfe>r 
your generous remarks concerning my administration of the FBI andgoryour 
interest in my speech. It is hoped our future endeavors continue to oterft * 
your support and approval. 







With respect to your inquiries, information contained in the files 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. Further, it is 
contrary to my policy to comment on material not prepared by this Bureau or 
by me. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will 
understand the necessary reasons. It is hoped you will not infer either that we 
do or do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 



The FBI, being an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 

; neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 

pf any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust you will 
understand why I am not in a position to direct you to sources to obtain the 
'information you have requested. 



Enclosed is some literature which includes suggestions all of us 
can use in combating the menace of communism. 1 am also sending you a copy 
of one of my recent speeches. In addition, you may wish to read my books, 
"Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " These were written in 
order to help Americans gain an insight into the strategy and tactics of 
communists, both in this country and abroad. Copies may be available In your 



local library. 
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Sincerely yours, ? V / 

J. Fdwr RtifiSF ■?» %i v7 , /. 
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Aug. 10, 1964 




Dear Mr. Hoover, , 

I have bein reading a number of books from 
different sources which have me greatly concerned about the 
internal threat of Communism in the U. S. today. The 
anti-communist organizations seem to be fighting an uphill 
battle, and living in a relatively small town, it is hard to 
get information. Could you please suggest sources of in- 
formation you would consider reliable as to the communist 
infiltration in our country and the state of its influence 
today? 






I have a copy of a speech you made in 1961 in 
an effort to alert Americans to communist dangers. Do you 
have any more recent speeches I might get copies of? 

k I am especially interested in material on the 

N ation al Council of churches and Communist influence in the 
race riots, and in the Civil Rights Movements. t, 

Y * 9 

Has Ralph Lord Roy belonged to any Communist 
front organizations? What is his present status? How well are 
Theodore Drapen, Robert W. Iversen, David A. Shannon, and 
Clinton Rossiter qualified to write about Communism in America? 

*T.7T / '>'O0'i(ll- I .. 

Can you give me any background mate rial j>ft JL — 

Billie James Hargis? Does the F. B. I. make any official 
statement about the Christian Crusade, the John Birch <£<ftlfet£f J 

or Dr. Schwarz* Anti-Communist League (I'm not sure that ,0* - 

name is exactly correct) in California? - 






r 
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Would you consider John Stormer's book, "Dare 
Not Call It Treason" reliable? 

With the press so one-sided and undependable and 
the State Department's actions in the past few years so illogical 
to one who has America's best interests at heart, I feel rather 
desperate for sources of information I can honestly trust. I have 
complete faith in you and your integrity. For the sakes of all 
Americans, please live to be 1001 

P. S. If there is any Most sincerely, 

charge for the material, 
please advise me. 
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August 6, 1064 




With respect to your Inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand 
the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our flies relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 

Sincerely yours, 

BJC" HooVCf 







Enclosures (4) 

Internal Security Statement - 4/17/62 
4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

Faith in God— Our Answer To CojpmuniSpiV y 

NOTE: Correspondent cannot be ideiltifle4 In Buflles. 
DTP:dll (3) , • I ;»4 : 

f- 



H 



\ 

./wJf r : i •-. * 






9 



MAIL ROOM ( I TELETYPE UNIT 1 I 



FBI 




August I, 1964 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 1‘ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C." 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

This letter may be out of order, but since the question of 
Communism is very disturbing in these days, I would like to have 
some information on this subject if it is possible for you to re- 
lease this information to individuals. 

I I w^uld like to know if Communists or Communist sympathizers are 
in the- National Cou ncil of Churc hes. Some of the acts of this 
organization 'seem to lean in this” direction. 

I am a member of the Methodist Church and this particular church 
is a member of the National Council of -Churches. A portion of the 
money which we contribute goes to ..the National Council. If communists 
are involved in this organization I do not want any of uy con- 
tributions to go to such an organization. 

Any information which you can give will he appreciated. 




August 6, 1064 





Dear 



Your letter of August 3rd has been received. 



V.'ith respect to your inquiry, Information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons lor 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



^ — 
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Sincerely yours, 

j. Edear Hoove* 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. "None Dare Call 
ft Treason" has been brought to our attention by many citizen inquiries. 
The Director, is .quoted frequently and it is not felt that we should either 
substantiate or disclaim its accuracy in order to avoid the Unplication 
that we approve or disapprove of the book. ■ 
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August J, xVt >4 



fki 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Our ciurrctuA^H^^H^rsBbyterian Church or 

J^inthe midst op~fi very serious 
controversy over the danger of the^Natlonax Counoil 
or Churches to our democratic processes. There 
are sdme , of whom I am one , who oonslder membership 
In the National Council or Churches as contributing 
to the subtle infiltration or communism into the 
.Protestant Christian Religions or Amerloa. Tet, 
there are those who oontend that, since the NCC 
"does some good" our affiliation with It should be 
continued, even tho many of these admit that some 
or the NCC's actions are m direct opposition to 
our beliefs and principles. 

You have oeen quoted frequently in the volume, 

"None Dare Cali It Treason" by John A. Stormer, 
published by The Liberty Ben Press, Fionsaant, 
Missouri, on the inrntration of oommunlsm into 
religious as wen as governmental, eduoationai, 
labor and other organizations, either aireotiy or . 
thru "front" organizations and individuals of so* i 
ciaiistio or communistio oeners. 1 ; 

1 believe you have been accurately quoted. Win 
you give me a brief statement of your opinion or 
the National Counoii or Churches, that I may pre- 
sent it to the members or our congregation? / 

1 RED - f 'JLl L 

Since I am a retired member or tne Army or the 
United States, I am sigiu.nm,*nl8 setter wifh fig u ^54 
ran* and serial number J-A*iUo 



Sincerely yours 



% 
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August 6, 1064 




With respect to your, inquiry, information contained 
in the files ot the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I cannot be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped that you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 




In addition, Mr. F moot was employed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 23 f 1042, 
until July 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned. Inasmuch as his 
present activities are personal ventures Of his own, I am unable to 
comment on them in any manner whatsoever. 

SfeoF 



Enclosed is some material uAich I trust will 



interest. 



I. 



I 



Sincerely yours. 



X Ector Hoover 
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July 31 , 1964 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 , 

D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

I am a member of a church committee conducting an 
j Inquiry into the programs and policies of the 
^ National Council of Churches. 

It vill be appreciated if you will furnish such 
Information as may be made available from such 
investigation or inquiry as has been made by your 
office in this respect. 



From information furnished* us it appears that j 

considerable amount of criticism of the programs and . A 
policies of the National Council of Churches has been .J 
leveled by Mr. Dan Smoot whom we understand was at — A 

one time associated with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Such additional Information as you 
may furnish in this respect will be greatly appreciated. 




f 



Thank you for your co-operation and assistance. 




4 
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August 0, 1904 





I received your letter of August 3rd, with 
postage t tamps enclosed, and want to thank you for your 
expression of confidence In this Bureau. 




With respect to your Inquiries, Information 
contained In the dies of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential In accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. Further, 
it Is contrary to my policy to comment on material not 
prepared by this Bureau or by me. I regret I am unable 
to be of help In this Instance but trust you will understand 
the necessary reasons. & is hoped you will not Infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
subjects you mentioned. 

9 

4 - 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be 
of Interest, along with the postage you so thoughtfully 
forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

j. i Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "None Dare Call 
It Treason" and it ; s author have been the subjects of considerable citizen 
inquiry. "Eternity" is a publication formerly edited by the late Dr. Donald 
Barnhouse.who was a prominent minister in the Presbyterian Church and 
who died In November, 1960. The magazine has no connection with 
the Presbyterian Church. Barnhouse was extremely anti -Bureau and 
printed several critical articles about the FBI. He was on the ,r Do Not 
Contact" list. 
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August 3, *64 



My Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Here in our small community, we are embroiled 
in a bitter dispute over the - 

C> “National Council of Churches" 

I have just read a book by John Stormer called ’"None Dare Call 
It Treason" boldly assailing the Council as throughly Communistic. 
Now today I read an article on the N.C.C. in a publication called 
"Eternity" (printed by the Evangelical Foundation of Philadelphia) 
claiming the Council has been slandered 6 misjudjed. 

What is the truth? 

My church takes N.C.C. material and my 5 little children study 
from it, so I must find out from whence this "stuff" is coming 1 
I am not a crusader but I am a staunch patriot, who dearly loves 
her country and will defend it to the end. 

So you are my last hope. What is the truth? Can you send me 
any information or tell me where I can obtain some cm: 

The National Council of Churches 

John Stormer & his "None Pare Call It Treason" 

Eternity (Evangelical Publication) _ 

You 6ee we want to work 46 y our country, but we must have the 
facts. Please do notti£tr Us as your organization is the only one 
we felt we could turn to for complete honesty. Enclosed are 
some Stamps to send along any information, if it’s not enough . 

I will pay additional postage on arrival. 

. * . '!*'* 1 1 : 5 

Thanking you so much, and with greatest respect ft admiration — 







T/Y* :• ‘ 






